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Although the following State. of our. Caſe has been 
drawn up by Mr. Col MAN, I defire to be conſidered 
as equally reſponſible for its Contents. 
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ADVERTISEM ENT. 
ray laſt, after I had begun to prepare theſe Papers for the 

O my friend Mr. Rice, between es and Mr Rot ord 
a very ſerious difference had that day been brought to a happy con- 
cluſion, intreated me, in the moſt earneſt terms, at leaſt' to ſuſpend 
tny Publication ; as he had yet s, by his preſent influence with Mr, 
Rutherford, to accommodate our differences. I conſented, and went the 
next morning to Richmond, where I received the following letter from 
Mr. Rice, the-contents of which induced me to reſume my thoughts of 
lication ; and indeed, rendered it incumbent on me to expedite it 


7 l Feb. 10, 1768. 


as much as poſſible ; which I hope will be ſome apology for the appa- 
rent haſte and inaccuracy of the following N We The Aae 


due to it muſt, however, depend upon facts. Mr. Rice's letter is as 
follows; and is publifhed at his own requeſt. „ | 
| ce Dear Colman, | | 7 | 
« YOU may remember that I acquainted you before you went out 


* 


of town, that the moment the affair of laſt Thurſday was over, I 
thought it a very proper opportunity to avail myſelf of the ſituation I 
then ſtood in, and told Mr. Rutherford the only advantage I would wiſh 


to make of the many advantages I had then given him, would be to ren- 


der myſelf the inſtrument of bringing about a thorough reconciliation 


in the Theatre: Mr. Rutherford replied, that nothing in the world 


would give him greater pleaſure ; and that he ſhould be the happieſt 
man living if thoſe diſputes were once ſettled. From the many compli- 


ments Mr. Rutherford paid me on this occaſion, and the very conciliat- 


ing diſpoſition he was then in, I really was weak enough to believe him 
ſincere. I ſaw him the ſame evening at the Playhouſe, and we agreed to 
meet the next day at Mr. Harris's in Surry-ſtreet. If you recollect, I 


| begged you not to proceed in your Publication. I went to Mr. Harris's 


at the time appointed, and to my great ſurprize found only Mr. Harris, who 


made an apology for Mr. Rutherford's not being there, but ſaid that Mr. 


Rutherford would meet me any where in the evening, if I would leave 
word where I was to be found. I mentioned the Bedford Coffee-houſe. 


Mr. Harris's converſation and mine was rather general, as I told him 


that my buſineſs was with Mr. Rutherford; that 1 thought I had a claim 
upon that gentleman, and meant to uſe it to make all the Patentees | 


Fends M and that I ſhould make a point of Mr. Rutherford's uſing his 


influence with him to bring about a reconciliation of all parties. Though 
Mr. Harris did not ſeem ſo well diſpoſed to a compromiſe as Mr. Ruther- 


ford, yet he did not give me the leaſt reaſon to expect the manzuvreof this 
= morn-- 
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morning. In the evening I went to the Bedford Coffee-Houſe, and found 
the incloſed note * for me there; and when I went home I found a dupli- 
cate of it: I did not go to Mr. Rutherford's this mornings /bltiwfaited to ſee 
him in Villiers-Street. In the mean time, the Publick Advertiſer was brought 
me as uſual, when, to my very great aſtoniſhment,:I ſaw their Narrative 
| advertiſed. Mr. Rutherford came at the time appointed in his note. It 
was with great difficulty I could keep my temper with him; and 1 tolc 
him, in the preſence of Mr: Allen and a Hairdreſſer, that I did intend 
to ſay a great deal to him, but that the very diſingenuous manner he 
had dealt with me, had put it out of my power to have any thing to 
ſay to him or his friend Mr. Harris; adding, Had you told me, or even 
ſent me word yeſterday, that my interfering was quite unneceſſary, as 
your Caſe was to be publiſhed this morning, I am ſure, I could not 
"have been in the leaft offended ; but, inſtead of that, you conſented to 


1 confer about an accommodation, and concealed your intention of pub- 
1 liſhing your Narrative: Such diſingenuous treatment from you I thought 
5 | I did not deſerve. I now renounce you both for ever, and think you a 
|. | couple of people 7 of doing every thing that is bad.“ He ſaid, 
1 | he was very ſorry for my ill opinion of him; but declared, notwith- 
A ſtanding what had paſſed, that any thing I had to ſay in this diſpute, 
E | mmhould have more weight with him than the remonſtrances or argu- 
E ments of any other perſon. I intend to come to Richmond, and dine 
_ = with you to-morrow.” DT 9 
Bt Saturday Evening, 1 am, Dear Col MAx, 
E |. Feb. 6, 1768. VV 8 

| 5 5 | ' Moſt affectionately yours, 
I | F 9 5 2 15 _ WOODFORD RICE. 
. | | 3 » Mr. RUTHERPORD's Note. e 
Ti « Mr. Rutherford's moſt friendly compliments wait on Capt. Rice.—Was 
Z extremely ſorry that be could not wait on him in Surry-Street to: day ;—but 
BY will be very happy to ſee him in Newman- Street, '0-morrow at ten, to 
E breakfaſt. | r eh Ds 
| bat. ſhould prove inconvenient to him, and be ſhauld not hear from him, 
j will call in Villiers-Street, about twelve. 
| Friday Evening, fe 
SK | a ſe 
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| ; acquaint the Publick with the reaſons that have induced me to 


give them this trouble ; and to ſhew them that filence muſt have Fe 
deen Hiterpreted as a tacit acknowledgment of guilt in myſelf and Mr. 


] 3 EFORE I enter upon my Narrative, it may not be improper to 


wrt LE bei rener. Wr 


Powell, who could not forbear to reply to the moſt groſs and open ca- : 
Jumnies, if we entertained a proper regard for our reputations, and J 
viſhed to be conſidered as men who held their good name as the im- ö 
- «© mediate jewel of their ſouls s. merke Ina | | 
Contempt of ſlander is indeed an heroick quality, and conſcious inno- R 
cencè is the ſureſt antidote” to its poſſon. But there are circumſtances 1 4 
wherein the world has a kind of right to arraign our conduct; not to | 
mention, that it requires a very uncommon ſhare of philoſophy. not to 
. refute ſcandal and malice, when we have the means of juſtification in our 

On Saturday, the 23d of January, we were informed that there lay for ! 

23 inſpection, at Slaughter's Coffee-houſe, in St. Martin's-lane, a : | 
manuſcript paper, wherein we were charged, in direct terms, with the | 

moſt infamous colluſion in the management of the Theatre; a colluſion "SY 
intended to promote our own ſeparate-and private emolument, and conſe- | 

. quently to defraud Meſſ. Rutheiford and Harris, the joint · ſnarers in the | | 

pro hn eee / 8 ''s + 
Ne thoſe two gentlemen had for ſome preceding weeks | 
betrayed the molt Hoſtile diſpoſition toward us, and endeavoured to render 


order to give the leaſt colour to the charges brought againſt 5. 


The 
{ 
/ 
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The paper was conceived in the following terms: 


A. ort fate of the caſe betwien THOMAS Harris, Join RUTHERFORD, GROROGE 
CoLMAN, and WILLIAM PoWELL. * 


„ THE patents, &c. of Covent Garden Theatre, being to be fold, purſuant 
to the direction of the late Mr. Rich's will; Thomas Harris and John Ruther- 
ford formed a deſign of purchaſing them, and. entered into a treaty with the exe- 
cutors of ſaid Rich; but afterwards thought proper to invite ſome one perſon con- 
verfant in theſe matters' to ſhare with them in the purchaſe; one who might 
ſtrengthen the company as a performer, and aſſiſt them in the management there- 

| of. They pitched upon William Powell the player, to whom the plan was com- 
4 firſt his only objection was, an article ſubſiſting between him and 
the patentees of Drury Lane Theatre; but be aſterwards, in his own mind, got 
over that difficulty, and propoſed a friend of his, George Colman, a dramatic au- 
thor; and urged the expediency of admitting him into the treaty, by greatly exag- 
gerating the ſervice he would do in aſſiſting the Theatrical — n t 
length Harris and Rutherford agreed, not only to the admiſſion of William Powell, 
but alſo his friend George Colman. Whereon, March 31ſt, 1767, theſe four 
ntlemen entered into articles of agreement between themſelves, for concluding 
uch purchaſe ; and Harris and Rutherford were impowered to conclude the treaty 
2 had begun on their own account, and the four parties were to be equal 
arers. 2 3 JJ ˙i——».rwZ 8 on ER 
April 1ſt, Harris and Rutherford contracted for the purchaſe, and 10, ooo I. 
the property of Harris and Rutherford, was depoſited on that day, the remainder 
of the 60, ooo l. to be paid the 1ſt July next enſuing. And. ſoen after, all four 
parties met on the ſubject of their future articles, when Colman propoſed. to have 
the uncontrouled management, which Powell approved; but Harris and Rutherford, 
(being exceedingly ſurpriſed) warmly, and reiteratedly, proteſted they never would 
_ conſent to any other articles, but ſuch as would give them a perfect equality of 
wer with Colman. Whereupon, after much deliberation, the four gentlemen, 
on 14th May laſt,” ſigned an agreement, by which Colman was appointed acting 
manager, with this reſtriction, that he was from time to time, and at all times, to 
communicate and ſubmit his conduct, and the meaſures he ſhould intend to purſue, 
unto Harris and Rutherford, who were impowered to put a negative on any ſuch 


* 


meaſure which they ſhould jointly diſapprove. e. 1223 

« Powell was to give his advice and aſſiſtance when required. 

„ May 28th, Powell was engaged as an actor for ſeven years, at 4ool. a year, 
and a clear benefit; and if any performer, or player, ſhould be allowed more, 
then an additional charge was to be allowed Powell, ſo as to exceed ſuch future 

er. 2d, None of the parties ſhould have any concern in any other theatre, 

July 3ſt, The contract with Rich's executors was compleated, and the money 


then paid; but Colman and Powell were deficient in their proportion of purchaſe- 
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lt was indorſed, A narrative of tranſactions relative to Covent Garden Theatre.” 
And at ſome diſtance was written, in another band, For the uſe of the gentlemen of 
; Slaughter's Coffee -houſe; which words were alſo written on the margin of the ſeveral 
leaves of the manuſcript, | 81 8 2 0? 1510 


| money? 
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money 9,000]. whereupon the ſum was borrowed, and Harris and Rutherford were 
ſecurities for Colman and Powell. Pie ee Lic * 0 * 
No ſooner were they in poſſeſſion of the theatre, &c. but Colman began to 
act in a moſt arbitrary and inſolent manner; he ſcarce even deign'd to conſult Har- 
ris and Rutherford in any one meaſure; he received and rejected dramatic pieces; 
engaging and refuſing performers, &c. &c. without ever mentioning them; and 
at the firſt rehearſal, inſtead of introducing them to the performers, (which were 
fixed by him) he forbad them the ſtage, thereby endeavouring to prevent Harris 
and Rutherford from ſuperintending his conduct, - | 
After much expoſtulation, Colman aſſented to a weekly meeting, when he, 
Colman, was to propoſe ſuch plays, &c. and all ſuch other meaſures, as he 
thought might be proper for the week following. This meeting was obſerved by 
all parties for a few weeks; yet Harris and Rutherford could not help ſeeing, that 
Colman did not, at the meetings, propoſe all the meaſures he intended to purſue ; 
and that when he knew the ſentiments of Harris and Rutherford, he generally 
acted in contradiction to them. 1 jt 10 26 
Fearing to throw the whole affair into confuſion, Harris and Rutherford bore 
this kind of treatment, and repeated inſults, from Colman, without reſenting 
them, as he ſtill kept, in ſome degree, the rank of decency, and did not openly 
diſclaim. their negative power ; but on Thurſday, the day of October, he, 
in the higheſt terms, and moſt aggravating language, openly diſclaimed their right 
of reſtraining him, and ſolemnly declared, that to them he would never diſcloſe 
bis future intentions; and that he would be reſponſible to the public, not to them, 
for the conſequences. Though they knew of no cauſe, yet this appeared to them 
the language of paſſion or madneſs ; therefore, he was again, the fucceeding day, 
aſked, if he would comply with his articles, and propoſe his meaſures, &c. Ac- 
cordingly he again refuſed ; and being expoſtulated with again and again, he on 
Saturday night declared, he would have no further communication with either of 
them; yet, eee all this, on Sunday November the 1ſt, he wrote them 
a letter, (vide copy marked A) wherein he recognizes the articles, recapitulates 
the ſubſtance of them, and promiſes to adhere to them for the future: but (ſtrange 
as it muſt appear I) he ſo ſoon forgot his promiſe, that without having either heard 
From, or ſeen, ſaid Harris and Rutherford, he, on the very ſame night, and with- 
out their knowledge, or giving them the leaſt notice thereof, ſummoned all the 
principal performers to a tavern, and there harangued them, and acquainted them, 
that he was inveſted with the abſolute management of the theatre, and entirely 
ſuppreſſed Harris and Rutherford's right of controuling him. This conduct oblig- 
ed Harris and Rutherford to read publicly on the ſtage, on Monday morning, the 
whole articles, when Colman, in appearance, . took ſhame to himſelf, and declar- 
ed, in the preſence of Woodward, Smith, and Gibſon, &c. that he would ſub- 
mit his meaſures to their controlment. Cid of; | 
« During theſe tranſactions, it was impoſſible for Harris and Rutherford to be 
blind to the ridiculous partialities of Colman; yet they were of opinion, the 
cauſes of them were of ſuch a nature, that as men, they could not take notice 
of them; but the inſtance was ſo glaring, in caſting the play of Cymbeline, that, 
in duty to the public, Harris and Rutherford were obliged to take notice of it. 
What can be more diſtreſſing to men who have the leaſt ſenſe of honour or gene- 
roſity, than being obliged to diſcloſe the foibles and infirmities of others! yet a 
conciſe and true declaration of this _ Harris and Rutherford find to be the only 
| 2 . way 


— 


4 Þ 
way that can clear themſelves and others, from the imputation Colman has no leſi 
artfully than wicked] = upon them. The uncommon effrontery Colman has 
exhibited in making 'a fuppoſed partiality to a certain 'aRreſs, his great plea of 
complaint, and even carrying his aſſurance to ſuch a height, as to ſummons the 
friends of Harris and Rutherford, with others who were ſtrangers to them, and 
then wickedly depending on alarming and frightening them with falſe accounts of 
their conduct reſpecting the above lady, the narrators hope will be deemed a ſuffi- 
cient occahon. for 'their ſetting that affair in a clear light. Colman had conceived 
a violent pique and reſentment againft the above-mentioned actreſs, the cauſe of 
which ſhall not be here related; but whilft others are eonjecturing, Colman muſt 
burn «with ſhame, as that Jady's conduct had ever been moft unexceptionable in 
' the theatre. Harris 3nd Rutherford could not help frequently expoſtulating on the 
injuries he delighted to inflict on her; in particular, although the whole theatre 
deemed her, as the company then ſtood, (Ars. Yates being not then engaged) the 
propereſt. perſon to have the part of Imogen in the play of Cymbeline: yet he, 
(Colman) at once to gratify his reſentment to her, his luſt of acting contrary to 
the opinion of Harris and Rutherford, and his ſpirit of gallantry, inſiſted moſt 
heartily, that that character ſhould be given to a certain young actreſs; but with. 
much ado he was ſhamed from his purpoſe, and he pledged his honour, that the 
firſt mentioned lady ſhould have the character.—It may not be improper to re- 
mark here, that after Mrs. Yates was engaged, it was univerſally acknowledged,, 
that no perſon in our company could ſtand in competition with her for tbat cha- 
racter.— Vet, after the conceſſions that were made by Celaan, November the 
2d, and the reconciliation that enſued, it was agreed by all parties, that as Cohman 
had abſurdly made that play a matter of diſpute, - it ſhould be laid aſide, and not 
bo ready for exhibition, until approved by Harris and Rutherford; but notwith- 


anding that, he has ſince, viz. on the day of . thought proper 
to perform, it in oppoſition to their written difapprobation”” © © 
ee day of Colman took upon him, without the 


knowledge or, conſent of. Harris and Rutherford, to contract with Mr. and Mrs, 
"Yates, as players, viz. Mrs. Yates at 5001. per annum, and Mr. Yates at 101. 
a week, with benefits. — Though the merit of theſe two performers would at firft 
fighr induce one to think, that this ſtep, though irregular, was for the intereſt of 
tne proprietors, yet, in fact, it has turned out very much the reverſe; nay, it had 
been viewed in that light three or four days before by all the proprietors, who- 
Jointly declared their ſeatiments againſt ſuch a ſtep.— Colman engaging them in 
this clandeſtine manner may be accounted for from the following motives ;—Firſt, 
being very avaricieus, and Powell and himſelf being in perfect colluſion from firſt 
to laſt, he, by giving 500 J. to Mrs. Yates, made an uddition to Powell's falary of 
100 l. per annum: and again, by doing” an act of fo much confequence, without 
the knowledge of Harris and Rutherford, and even againſt their conſent ; he there- 
dy meant to prove to the whole theatre, that he could and would act without, 
conſulting or regarding them; and, in conſequence, expoſe Harris and Rutherford to 
deriſion. That this was a powerful motive, was plain from his immediate ſubſequent 
Ne That be had made this engagement on his own authority.“ — The 
real loſs ſuſtained by this meaſure cannot be eſtimated at leſs than 1 500 l. which 
may be thus made appear: The ſalaries of capital performers, that were before en- 
| Sages, and now rendered uſeleſs, the addition of Powell's falary, the incredible 


1 | 
expence of dreſſes for Mrs. Yates ; —add to this, a loſs which has Been exceedingly 
beavy, though it cannot be aſcertained, incurred by Colman's neglecting his duty 
in reviewing and getting up all other plays, except thoſe in which the two above- 
ae ö rformers, and William Powell, had capital characters; endeavouring 
y tuch moſt unjuftifiable means, to give colour and fanction to the ſtep: be had 
t en. | "if i 0 25 2 ROE . E =» 3 

e "The following is a proof of the glaring degree to which Colman and Powell car- 
ried their colluſion. At a meeting, on or about the 20th of November laſt, between 
all the four parties, Colman propoſed taking out of the treaſury a ſum from 64 to 
70l. on account of the inſertion of a few lines in the Rehearſal, and his propoſed 
alterations of King Lear; to all which, Powell concurred immediately, and warm- 
7 but Harris and Rutherſord remonſtrated, tbat it would be more proper to take 
the money after the tragedy was produced. Yet, notwithſtanding, man did 
take out of the treaſury that ſum, between 64. and 70l. fince which Harris and 
| Rutherford have neither ſeen nor heard of: the play. At the very ſame meeting, 
Powell, notwithſtanding his articles to the contrary, earneſtly infiſted on the equity 
of his having the benefit ariſing from ſome one night, on account of his not going 
to Briſtol theatre in the enſuing ſummer; to which propoſal Colman immediately 
and warmly concurred. At length, to avoid diſpute, Harris and Rutherford con- 
ſented that Powell ſhould go to Briſtol theatre, but Colman refuſed; notwithſtand- 
ing he urged the propriety of giving him a benefit, and flew into a great heat and 
paſſion becauſe Harris and Rutherford would not conſent to it. 5 
„ Wbat aggravates, to Harris and Rutherford, the very extraordinary expences 
for dreſſes, &c. is, that Colman has taken upon him, with ſome finifter view or 
other, ta depoſit a great part of the wardrobe, amounting to a very large ſum, in 
the houſe of Mr. Powell, inſtead of che place appointed for that purpoſe in the 
theatre; and Powell, in the moſt inſulting terms, refuſes to bring them to the pro- 
per place, though applied to by letter. TE Lu | IE 

"of Through. Mr. Colman's ill conduct, in the management of the theatre, in 
meaſures purſued without the knowledge, or againſt the conſent, of Harris and 
Rutherford, they verily beheve a loſs not bg: aa 3,5001, has been ſuſtained z 
which ſum will not appear extraordinary, to thoſe who know the very large receipts 
_ diſburſements of a theatre, and which altogether depend on the management 
thereof. 0 CESS 

It is not fo much the abovementioned /ofſes that alarm Harris and Rutherford, 
as that they plainly percejve the ultimate views of Colman' and Powell to be their 
total exclufion, which they purpofe to bring about, by ſetting them, Harris and 
Rutherford, at ſo great a diſtance, and keeping them ſo ignorant of their own af- 
fairs, that they may not be able to ſee through the ſuture: operations of Colman 
and Powell; and which will unqueſtionably be directed for the purpoſe of their 
private emolument. obs BE 3 
% From the foregoing caſe, how very. unjuſtifiable the behaviour of Colman and 

Powell is, in perſiſting (in deſpite of honour and honeſty, and the known original 
intentions of Harris and: Ruthesfotd, and their preſent. ſubſiſting articles) to mi-. 


manage their property, every reader is left to determine.” 


Oa Monday, January 25, the Prompter of the Theatre, a very honeſt. 
| g V 
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part of the paper which related to a certain young afireſs, waited on 


Meſſ. Harris and Rutherford, who both diſclaimed any knowledge of 
ſuch a paper having been expoſed till within two hours hefore that in- 
ſtant; adding, however, that they could eaſily conjecture the quarter from 
which it proceeded, and ſeeming to aſcribe the publication of it to the intempe- 
rate zeal of ſome particular friend. Upon their expreſſing a deſire to ſee 
the paper, the Prompter produced a copy of it ; which Mr. Rutherford 


turned over with much apparent eagerneſs and curioſity, and joiaed with 


Mr. Harris in a requelt that it might be left in their hands. It was ſo, 
and the Prompter departed ; but not without previouſly declaring, that, 
ſince the Paper did not appear to have their ſanction, he hoped they would 
not be offended, if he took every occaſion of teſtifying his contempr. 
and deteſtation of that part of it, which was relative to a certain young 
„ 5 © hp 85 WY ©, | 
Within leſs than an hour after this interview were received, by the 
ſeveral perſons to whom they were addreſſed, the two following Letters: 


To GkOROGCE CoLMan, EVã. and W. PowWEIL, Ey. 
© GENTLEMEN, Monday 25th Jan. 1768. One o'Clock. 
« THIS inſtant we are inform'd of a paper having lain for publick inſpection 
at Slaughter's Coffee-houſe ever ſince Saturday morning. We think it proper to in- 
form you, that we were greatly ſurprized at the above information, being intirely 
ignorant that ſuch a paper was left there, until now acquainted therewith. Are, 


Gentlemen, Your humble Servants, 


T. HARRIS. | 
J. RUTHERFORD.” 


| To the Mafier of SLAUGHTER's Coffee Houſe. 
ern. 
% AM aſtoniſhed to hear you have expoſed a paper (indorſed A narrative of 


tranſaQions relative to Covent Garden theatre”) that was by accident left on Satur- 


day morning on one of your tables. | | | 
«© You are required immediately to ſeal it up, and ſend it by the bearer. 


| | Pour humble ſervant, - 
Surry Street, Monday morning, Jan. 25th. | r. HARRIS. 


On the ſame day, and the next morning, the following notes paſſed 
between Mrs. Yates and Mr. Harris : | 5 


MRS. Yates preſents her compliments to Meſſ. Harris and Rutherford. She 
has ſeen a copy of a paper in their names left on the table of a Coffee-houſe, where- 
in they are pleas'd to complain of heavy loſſes ſuſtained in conſequence of her en- 

gement at Covent-Garden. She begs to know whether it has their ſanction; 

uſe, if it has, Mrs. Yates, injuſtice to herſelf, will give it a publick anſwer : 


2 


471 


it, on the der: hand, ſome ' buſy ' meddling ' ſcribbler has made free with their 
names, ſhe will treat it with the. moſt filent contempt,” 

Monday, Jan. 25th, Ling Covent- Garden. 1 

MR. Harris preſents nis compliments to Mrs. Yates : flatters himſelf no one 

but the enemies of Mr. Rutherford and Mr. Harris, or thaſe to whom they are en- 

tirely unknown, can pretend to ſuppoſe them capable of ſo very mean an action 

as to ſubmit a enn in which they were 925 wm concerned, to "the opinion of a 

| eee ** | | 

| IG Tue morning, a6th 3 1 Rb | * 0 


The ſame evening Mr. Harris told the Prompter, that it was hoped 
he would not be too violent or acrimonious in his language concerning 
the written paper left at Slaughter's ; for although Mr. Rutherford and 
himſelf utterly diſclaimed the circulation of it, yet as malevolent per- 
ſons would undoubtedly attribute it to them, ſuch language from him 
would be conſidered as an indirect affront to themſelves.. - -- - 

The next morning, January 26, the following Advertiſement appeared 
in the Publick Advertiſer and the Gazerteer : : 


« A WRITTEN per, wherein our names were inſerted, havi been EX= 
| hibited at Slaughter's Go ce- houſe, we think” it  necellary to declare, at it was 


done without our conſent or knowledge. 
T. HARR I S. 
J. RUTHERFORD.” 


N. B. This was alſo in | Publick Advertiſer of 26th January. 


On peruſing the above Advertiſement we ſent them the following 
Letter: : 


7 J. RUTHERFORD, ___ and T. Hats, Efq. 


« GENTLEMEN,. Jan. 26th, 1768. 


«% WE are very glad to find that you have thought proper publicly to declare 
the written paper, ſo injurious to our characters, was exhibited at Slaughter's 
coffee-houſe without your knowledge or conſent ; but we could wiſh, that you had, 

at the ſame time, diſavowed being the authors of i it ; for if you do not diſclaim that 
alſo, it is a matter of great indifference to us, whether it was circulated b your- 
ſelves or your friends, We think it incumbent on you to add ſuch a declaration 
to your advertiſement, as otherwiſe, we muſt {till conſider the paper as coming di- 
realy or indirectly 10 * We are, &c. 


G. COLMAN. 
W. POWE L. I.. 


To 


| SW) - | 
To this Letter we nee bert * | Ge flowing anſwer: 10 0 
| * GenTLEMEN, Y 3 l 
„O are in an error if you Htoagins the iſernent we publiſhed u in. 
tended for any other purpoſe, than to contrad the inſinuatidns which, we heard 
und been thropvn out, that we were the circulators af the pa eee e at Slaugh- 
derb roſſe-houſe, which we neither were directly or indirectly. 
„ Whenever we think proper to — Þ.4 ourſelves the authors fof any pro- 


duction, it will be from the ſuggeſtions of our, own minds, and not at the requiſi- 
tion of any man whatſoever. 1 N hk rr yours, &c. | 


—— E % F. HARRIS," 
r 5 "RUTHERFORD"; 


In the Gazerteer and Publek Advertiſe of the ſame ay pen this 


Advertlbnent | 
| SprtMlly will ze; a | 9, Els 
* WY | TRUE Rate of jhe differences fubliſting beriveen hy propitlors of ©: 6. 
in anſwer t/a falſe, ſcandaloub, and indlicieus-libel, highly injurious to 
the bio vn an of Meſſ. Powell and Colman, exhibited on Saturdlay, .. Jan: 23d, and 
the two Os days, at Slaughter's Coffee-houſe, in St. Martin lane. | 


<9 149 By GEORGE COLMAN. T! 


5 m the ſame papers of the next morning appeared the ssen 3 


GR AT e * having been made after the Author of a paper left by ac- 
2 at Slaughter ffee- houſe on Saturday laſt, any perſon who has publickly 
expreſſed hin If to have deen injured by: the exhibition. of that papers may receive 
information e the Author, by applying to either of us. | 


fl T7: 195 2w 339. ＋ RT Rr og tree. 


In conſequence of the above 1 Mr. Bury, an attorney of 
King's-Bench - Walks, Temple, walted on Mr. Harris from us, for the 
information promiſed in the advertiſement concerning the author; againſt 
whom (he told. Mr. Harris) he had orders to commenee E pfofechtion, 

To this Mr. Harris replied, that Mr. Bury did not come vithin the 
deſcription of the advertiſement, and that neither himſelf nor Mr.. Ruther- 


ford eould give an anſwer to any perſon's attorney: 
Te ſame day, an hour or two after, Mr. Bury whited: on Mr Harris 


a ſecond time, and delivered the following Letter: | 
E Kurusakonp, and T. Hanni, 25 855 


_— "W EY BS f 
V have publickly expreſſed ki to have hes injured by the libelous paper 
let at Slaughter's coffee-houſe; we now apply zo you for the information you have 


to - day promiſed by * advertiſement 2 the author. 
G. COLMAN. 
W. POWELL.” 
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At this interview another gentleman, whom Mr: Büry fuppbled to K 
Mr. Rutherford, was preſefit.. This application, en erg ved as 


fruitleſs as the former. Mr. Harris ſaid that they could ferid no Wee ; 


anſwer, nor any verbal meſſage : and upbn being aſked what was the ins 


tention of their advertiſement, again replied; that they could fend nu 


written anſwer, nor any verbal meſſage. Mr. Bury chen obſerved; that 
Mr. Powell and Mr. Colman Bad publicthy declared themſebors io Babe been 
injured by the paper; and aſked if thoſe gentlemen, on a perſonal appli- 


cation to them, (Meſſ. Harris and Rutherford) might receive the infor-. 
mation promiſed in the advertiſement. Mr, Harris replied, that they 


could ſend no other anſwer than what he had juſt before given. 

Upon enquiry after tlie manner in which the Paper came to be ex 
hibited at Shughter's Coffee-houſe, the fact ſtands thus. 

On Saturday; January 23, about nbon, as Mr. Julliott, of Hentietta- 
fret, apothecary, was ſitting in a box at Slaughter's Coffet-houfe, 
reading the news- N Fac youtg gentlemen entered the toom, and 
deſired to paſs him. d him, and fut down inthe ſanie box. 
After ſome time the pulled out a book and a written paper, and called 
for pen and ink. The bar-maid aſked; if they did not want any paper ? 
They replied in the negative, and uſed the pen and ink in making infer- 
tions or eraſements, or hoth; in the manuſcript which they Rad juſt be- 


fore produced. In about à quatter of an hoh they departed; ind Nr: 


Julliott, after having ſufficiently amuſed himfelf with dae news. ny 
happened to caſt his eye on the manuſcript, which lay on the ta 


fFlüirſt he thoüght it might have been by accident f ne bur: feein 15 
indorſed, A Narrative of Tranſactions relative to Covent-Garden | 


Theatre,” took it for granted, from the title, that it was left there for 
general inſpection, ar J accordingly made no ſeruple t to exatnine the con- 
rents of it; on peruſal of which' he told the ſervant in the bar, that it re- 
lated to the diſputes among the Covent - Garden Managers; and that He 
ſap poſed tharthe rwo Gentſetmen who! Rad Joft left the robch, were 6 
other tharr Meff. Rutherford and Harris. 


Mr. Julliott does not recollett chat the Paper wile: Mdofled, v0 | 


the uſe of the Gentlemen of Slaughter's Coffee-houſe,” at the time that 
he ſaw it. Mr, Preſton, the maſter of the Coffee-houſe, is confident 
that neither he, nor any of his people, to the beſt of his knowledge or be- 


lief, added thoſe words; and a gentleman (whoſe name will be mentioned 
if the fact is diſputed) who peruſed the paper about two o'clock the ſame 


day, well remembers that it was then ſo indorſed. 


It has been contended that this Paper was nothing more than the | 


heads of a Law-Caſe, left by accident on a Coffee-houſe table. The ſub- 


Kane of jt may have * and I - has ven laid before * 
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but the very form of it, as it now ſtands, pronounces it to have been 


drawn up with another. view. Be that as it may, it lay for three days toge- 


ther in the Coffee- room, as common and publick as the Daily Advertiſer 
ſo that the characters of the parties vilified were equally injured, whether 
it was left there by accident or deſign. We have ſtiled this paper a falſe, 
ſcandalous, and malicious libel.” We repeat thoſe expreſſions, confident 
that every diſpaſſionate reader of the following narrative will aſſent to the 
Juſtice and propriety of the terms in which we have ſpoken of the Paper. 


The charges of colluſion and fraud affect us too deeply to be mentioned 
without ſome emotion. As to the virulence and malignity of the ſtile, 


and the words © effrontery,” © aſſurance,” void. of honour and honeſty,” 
&c. &c. we take them from whence they come, and conſider them as 
mere paper and packthread to make up the parcel of ſcandal. The 
expreſſions of contempt thrown on us on account of ſuppoſed talents, 
which we ſhould be proud to poſſeſs, give us no pain ; and we look on 
the terms William Powell the Player, and George Colman a Dramatick Au- 


. zher, as mere words of courſe, like John Rutherford, and Thomas Harris, 


Eſquires. 2 
Conſcious of the integrity of my actions, and that the more my con- 
duct was known to the world, the more fully it would be juſtified, I 
have in ſome peeviſh moments, when provoked to the uttermoſt, threat- 
ened to appeal to the Publick ; but on cooler reflection was always averſe 
to ſuch a proceeding ; and it is not without the greateſt regret that I am 
now driven to publiſh letters, and lay open converſation. The reader 
indeed will immediately perceive that they are not ſuch as paſs between 
friend and friend; or, if they were, that I have not been the aggreſſor in 
this inſtance. My letters have been ſubmitted by my profeſt adverſaries 
to Counſel, and the moſt caſual expreſſions dropt careleſsly in the flow of 
zable-talk have been urged againſt me as ſolemn reſolutions. Theſe very 
letters and converſations are alſo the baſis of the black charges brought 
againſt me; ſo that I do but meet the Libeller on his own ground; on 
which, if he uſes the arms of Falſhood for the attack, I have certainly a 


right to have recourſe to Truth for my ſhield. 


A TRVS. - 


A 


TRUE STATE, &. 


with me on particular buſineſs, and acquainted me that a couple 

of gentlemen had applied to him to become a joint purchaſer 

with them of the patents, &c. of Covent-Garden Theatre; that he could 
never think of embarking in ſuch an undertaking with two inexperienced 
young men, who perhaps might know but little of the world, and cer- 
tainly could know nothing of the internal management of a Theatre; 
that he had not ſufficient confidence in his own abilities to ſuppoſe himſelf 
equal to the taſæ; but that, if he had my aſſiſtance, he did not doubt of 
ſucceſs; concluding with a requeſt of my permiſſion to mention me to 
the two gentlemen, and at the ſame time declaring, that, unleſs I were 
included in the treaty, he ſhould decline the propoſal, fearing it might 
terminate in his ruin. : 

Mr. Powell, with my conſent, mentioned my name to the gentlemen. 
They objected to taking in a fourth; but Mr. Powell declared his opi- 
nion, that they would reap more profit from a fourth ſhare with Mr. 
Colman's affiſtance, than from a third without him. 

A few days after, on another interview between Mr. Powell and the 
gentlemen, they told him that they had conſidered of his laſt propoſal z 
in conſequence whereof they had made proper enquiries concerning Mr. 
Colman, and found his acceſſion to the partnerſhip ſo deſirable a circum- 
| ſtance, that they returned Mr. Powell many thanks for making fo happy 

an improvement of their plan, and deſired to have a meeting on the oc- 
caſion with Mr. Colman as ſoon as poſſible. | : 


6 2 


\ BOUT the latter end of laſt March, Mr. Powell deſired to ſpeak 
[ 


—_— 


want is to have good intereſt for our money. 


1 wn J 
eh Accordingly, on the thirtieth of March, all the four par- 
_— ties met at Mr. Powell's. Mr. Colman being aſked by Meſſ. 

Rutherford and Harris, whether he had confidered of the af- 


fair which Mr. Powell had at their deſire communicated. to him, repli 
that he thought himfelf much obliged ro Mr. Powell for his och opi- 
* 


nion, but could not think of availing himſelf of ſuch a partiality, unleſa 


they concurred in Mr. Powelys ſentiments; and that if they were not of 


opinion that Mr. Colman's advice and aſſiſtance were eſſential to the wel- 
fare of the undertaking, he would by no means think of becoming a party 
concerned merely from the nomination of Mr. Powell. Their reply to 
this declaration was conceived in the moſt handſome terms and, to con- 
vince Mr. Colman that the many civil things they ſaid on this occaſion 
were not words of courſe, they afterwards recurred to this ſubject, and 
repeatedly aſſured him of the great value they ſet ppon his eceſſion to 
their ſcheme, independent of every other, conſideration than their tho- 
rough perſuaſion of the advantage that would reſult from it in the ſucceſs 
of the Theatre. Being late, it was agreed, after a ſhort converſation on 
the intended purchaſe, that he four ſhould have a ſecond meeting the 


very next night, in order to come to a final determination, and to enter 
- Into articles of agreement among [themſelves concerning the purchaſe. 


Juſt before their parting, Mr. Colman, addreſſing Meff. Harris and 
Rutherford, obſerved, that managing a Theatre was like ſtirring a fire, 


which every man thought he could do better than any body elſe. . Now, 
2 gentlemen, ſaid he, I think I ſtir a fire better than any man in England.“ 


To this they replied, „ Do vou manage; let Mr. Powell act; all we 
Ich:: . ITbe next evening we met again; and, at the deſire of Meſſ. 

en zu: Rutherford and Harris, Mr. Hutchinſon, a gentleman whom 
they particularly recommended for his abilities and integrity in his pro- 
feffion, attended: with an inſtrument prepared for us to ſign. By this 
agreement, Meſſ. Rutherford and Harris were empowered to treat for 


= the purchaſe of 'the Theatre, &c. at any fum not exceeding 60,0001. 
forty thouſand to be raiſed by themſelves, and twenty by Colman 
and Powell, whom they were to aſſiſt with a loan of 50001. each; to 


make up their proportions of the purchaſe- money. On Mr. Hutchin- 
fon's' reading over this inftrument, when he came to that part of it 
wherein it was recited; that the four parties fbauld be jointly and equally: 


concerned in the management. of the Theatre, Mr. Colman begged leave to 


interrupt him, and told him it was a ſettled point that he (Mr. Colman) 


was to be inveſted with the direction of the Theatre; whereupon, to his 
very great ſurpriſe, Meſf. Harris and Rutherford declared, that they 


never had the leaſt intention of forming ſuch an article; that, as they had 


I SP 
the turn of the ſcale in the purchaſe-money, they could not think of low- 
ering their conſequence in the purchaſe, &c. Mr. Colman ſaid, that he 
took it for granted (as he moſt certainly did) that this matter had been 
previouſly underſtood on all ſides; and that he had plainly declared to 
Mr. Powell, on his firſt application, that he would never be concerned in 
the purchaſe, unleſs he ſhould be inveſted with the theatrical direction. 
Mr. Powell allowed the truth of this aſſertion, but /aid nothing in appro- 

bation of Mr. Colman's claim of the management; and Meſſ. Rutherford 
and Harris, ſeeming ſeofible:of his ſuperior utility in this province, but 
unwilling to acknowledge that ſuperiority under their hands, the agree- 
ment was at laſt figned by each of the four parties, in the form in which 
it had been originally prepare. + LE 
This tranſaction paſſed: on the thirty -firſt of March, though the manu- 
| ſcript paper exhibited at Slaughter's, as well as the printed — for 
the ſame purpoſes of fallacy that will appear through the. whole, place it 
much later. = Ys HE 5 | | W 
The next morning J ſet out for Bath, where I remained till me 
the third or fourth of May. In the mean time, Meſſ. Harris Ts 
and Rutherford contracted for the purchaſe, depoſited 10,0001]. and 
agreed for the payment of the remainder on the enſuing firſt of July. 
I have been extremely particular in the above relation, becaufe I am 


- 
$8 


| reſolved not to ſuppreſs or diſguiſe, the moſt minute fact, that may ſeem 


in the leaſt favourable to Meſſ. Rutherford and Harris. For a like rea- 
fon 1 ſhall ſuppreſs all my reflections and reſolutions declared to particu- 
lar friends, till J had the pleaſure of ſeeing thoſe gentlemen again, which 
was not till ſome days after my return to town; the ſame me- 
lancholy occaſion that ſummoned me from Bath ſooner than I — 2 
propoſed, having alſo ſecluded me from company. In the mean 
time, Meſſ. Rutherford and Harris expreſſed the greateſt impatience for 
an interview with me, apart from Mr. Powell. On the very. firſt con- 
ference, they teſtified, in the warmeſt. terms, their earneſt. deſire that I 
ſhould be inveſted with the theatrical direction, complaining, at the ſame 
time of the indiſcretion of Mr. Powell, to whom they aſcribed the noto- 
riety of our intended purchaſe, which was now become the common talk 
of the town, and our names inſerted in every neys- paper. 
It is but juſtice to Mr. Powell to declare, that it afterwards appeared 
that, from the peculiar circumſtances of Mr. Rich's will, his. widow 
thought herſelf bound in honour to declare to ſome other candidates for 
the purchaſe, that ſhe had given notice to the truſtees of her having con · 
tracted for the ſale. This circumſtance, as well as the neceſſary appli- 
_ cations by each of the parties to their friends for the requiſite ſum, tended 


to make the treaty publick. One part of Mr. Powell's conduct on this 
2 | „ occaſion, 


% 1 
L T4. 1 5 
occaſion, though it certainly contributed to betray our operations, is 
very much to his honour, though the written Narrative, with the ſame 
ſpitit of candour that animates the whole, endeavours to interpret it to 
his diſadvantage, and to tax him with a ſcandalous breach of faith to the 
Patentees of Drury- Lane Theatre. The truth is, that the very day 
after Meſſ. Rutherford and Harris had applied to Mr. Powell, he com- 
municated the matter to Mr. Lacey, who very kindly aſſured him of his 
beſt wiſhes, and a continuance of the ſame friendſhip which he had ſnewn 
to Mr. Powell on every former occaſion. Mr. Garrick was then at Bath. 
In ͤ a word, Meſſ. Harris and Rutherford now inſiſted on 
the expediency of inveſting Mr. Colman with the direction of 
the Theatre, and were extremely ſollicitous to ſettle this point 
before Mr. Powell's ſummer-engagements ſhould call him out of town. 
To this end it was propoſed, that we ſhould each of us conſider of that 
and ſome other neceſſary articles, and throw our thoughts concerhing 
them upon paper. Idid ſo; and Mr. Harris, in a few days, took occa- 
ſion to call upon me one morning alone. I then ſubmitted to him a pa- 
per containing a ſketch of ſome articles, and, among the reſt, one re- 
lative to the management, which was as follows: = N 


1767. 


That George Colman ſhall be inveſted with the theatrical direc- 
&« tion, that is to ſay, the power of engaging and diſmiſſing actors, ac- 
<< treſſes, ſingers, dancers, muſicians, &c. &c. of receiving or re- 
« jeing ſuch new pieces as ſnall be offered to the Theatre; of caſting 
<« the plays; of appointing what plays, farces, &c. ſhall be performed; 
* together with the ſole conduct of all ſuch things as are generally un- 
„ derſtood to be comprehended under the dramatick and theatrical pro- 
„ vince : Provided always that the ſaid Geerge Colman ſball not do any att 
« contrary to the opinion of any Two of the other partners in writing ex- 
«© Preſſed ; and that if the four partners ſhall be equally divided in opinion, 
« that the matter in diſpute ſhall be referred to two arbitrators, one for each 
« party; and if the ſaid two arbitrators cannot agree, that they ſhall join in 
«© appointing one other arbitrator, whoſe opinion ſhall be deciſive and final.” 


On peruſing the above rough draught of an article, Mr. Harris did 
me the honour to obſerve, that the footing on which I was willing to reſt 
my management was extremely generous, and agreeable to the candour 
which I had ſhewn in my whole tranſaction with them; but that he 
thought it neceſſary that 1 ſhould have more power than ſuch an article 
would give me; that he had the greateſt eſteem and regard for his friend 
Mr. Rutherford, whom he thought a very honeſt, good-natured man, 
but that there were no two perſons in the world more likely to differ in 
8 opinion 


E 

opinion than himſelf and Mr. Rutherford; ſo that if Mr. Rutherford aad 
Mr. Powell ſnould happen to join in oppoſition to any of my meaſures, 
an obſtruction in the management muſt neeeſſarily enſue ; that his bro- 
ther- in-la w, Mr. Longman, had told him; that he and Mr. Rutherford 
might differ, but that he and Mr. Colman zever could; he could with, 
therefore, that I would agree to put Mr. Powell entirely out of the queſ- 
tion, and to place the whole zega/ive power in himſelf and Mr. Ruther- 
ford, and then (added he) ©: You will always be fure of one of us.” ; 


Although this ſcene paſt entirely berween Mr. Harris and 'me, yet the 
truth of it does not reſt on my bare aſſertion; for I recapitulated all theſe 
circumſtances to Mr, Harris ſome weeks ago at the Theatre, in the pre- 
ſence of Meſſrs. Rutherford, Powell, and Hutchinſon. He allowed the 
facts, but added, that he had been miſtaken in me. I returned him the 
compliment. wm EA e a La owt 
I fell into the ſnare, and ſaid, that if Mr. Powell could be prevailed 
on to aſſent to ſuch an article, I had no objection to it. Mr. Rutherford, 
in this inſtance, as in every other, implicitly ſubmitted to the opinion of 
Mr. Harris. Mr. Powell, however, ſhewed great repugnance to giving 
me the direction. On my expoſtulating with him alone on this ſubje&, 
and reminding him of his firſt application to me, and my declared reſo- 
lutions at that period, he frankly confeſſed that he bad been adviſed to the 
contrary ; but that, on reflection, he returned to his original intentions, 
and was content to put his fame and fortune into my hands. | 


This is the real hiſtory of the article reſpecting the manage- 
ment, which was accordingly ſigned by all parties on the 14th . 1 
of May, and is as follows : 25 
„ WHEREAS Thomas Harris, John Rutherford, George Colman, and William 
Powell, by certain articles of agreement, dated the 31ſt Day of March laſt, did 
agree to purchaſe of the Repreſentatives of John Rich, eſq. deceaſed, two patents 
for exhibiting theatrical performances, and the ſeveral leaſes of Covent-garden the- 
atre, and the rooms, buildings, conveniences, furniture, cloaths, ſcenes, decora- 
tions, muſic, entertainments, and all things belonging to the ſaid Theatre; and 
the ſaid Thomas Harris and John Rutherford were thereby authoriſed to treat for, 
and purchaſe the ſame, at a ſum not exceeding 60,0001. and the vv 
was to be advanced by the ſaid parties equally, and they were to become jointly poſ- 
ſeſſed of, and intereſted in, the premiſſes ſo to be purchaſed, and were to be jointly 
and equally concerned in the management of the ſaid Theatre, and were to execute 
proper deeds and inſtruments for that purpoſe, when the ſaid purchaſe ſtiould be 
completed. And whereas the ſaid Thomas Harris and John Rutherford have ac- 
cordingly contracted and agreed with the repreſentatives of the ſaid John Rich, for 
the purchaſing of the ſaid patents, leaſes, premiſſes, and things, at and for the ſum 
of 60,000 1. and ſuch purchaſe is to be completed on the firſt of July next: Now 
the ſaid ſeveral parties, having peruſed and fully underſtanding the purport 

and contents of the ſaid contract, do approve of, and confirm the ſame. And bav- 
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„ 


ing alſo, in conſeguenee thereof, taken into their conſideration the Management of 


| the ſaid Theatre, they have; for the better and more eaſy conducting of the buſineſs 


thereof, as well as for their joint and equal benefit and advantage, agreed, and do 
hereby mutually declare and agree, that, notwithſtanding any thing . contained in 
the' ſaid agreement already made between the ſaid parties,” the ſaid George Colman 
ſhall be inveſted with the Direction of the ſaid Theatre in the particulars following, 
viz. that he ſhall have the power of engaging and diſmifling performers of-all kinds; 
of receiving or rejecting ſuch new pieces as ſhall be offered to the ſaid-theatre, or 


the proprietors thereof; of caſting the plays; of appointing what plays, farces, en- 


tertainments, and other exhibitions, ſhall be performed; and of conducting all ſuch 
things as are generally underſtood to be comprehended in the dramatic and theatri- 
cal province. And that the ſaid Thomas Harris and John Rutherford ſhall be de- 
fired to attend to the comptrolment of the Accounts and Treaſury, relative to the 
faid theatte. Provided always, ani in as much as the ſaid Thomas Harris and John Ru- 
therford will have leiſure to attend to the affairs of the ſaid theatre, and the ſaid William 
Powell is to be engaged as an Actor or Performer upon the Stage (for which purpoſe ſeparate 
articles are intended to be entered into between him and the other Parties), in which his 


time and attention toill be chiefly employed and taken up, ſo that he will not be able to "ppb 
himelf in managing the buſineſs of the theatre; it is therefore 2 agreed, that 


the ſaid George Colman ſhall, from time to time, and at all times hereafter, communicate 
and ſubmit his conduct, and the meaſures he Mall intend to purſue, unto them the ſaid Tho- 
mas Harris and Johm Rutherford ; and in caſe they ſhall, at any time, ſignify their diſap- 

ion thereof, in writing, unto the ſaid George Colman, then and in that caſe the mea- 
fures, ſo Aiſapproved , ſhall nat be carried into execution, any thing before contained to 
the comrary there notwithflanding. Yet, nevertheleſs, with reſpect to the ſaid Willam 
Powell, it is intended and agreed, that he ſpall, at all times, give his advice and fence 
relative to any part of the buſineſs of the ſaid theatre, when thereunto deſired by the other 
parties; i Witneſs the hands of the ſaid parties, this gon day of May, 1767. 

5 | . T. HARRIS 


Witneſs, | I JNO. RUTHERFORD, 
JA, HUTCHINSON, . G. COL MAN, 
P . WILL. POWELL,” 


It was at the time of the above conference that Mr. Harris firſt men- 
tioned Mrs. Leſſingham, expreſſing his deſire that ſhe might be engaged 
at our Theatre; but at the ſame time requeſting that I would not be 


alarmed on this occaſion, 2s he did not wiſh to have her conſidered with 


more partiality than any other Performer, either in regard to the allot- 


ment of Parts, or proportion of Salary. I very readily acquieſced in re- 


ceiving her, provided ſhe could, with any propriety, diſentangle herſelf 
from her engagements at Drury-Lane ; and even declared a. propenſity to 
ew her any reaſonable partiality, which Þ did not doubt was all that 
would be required. | - I nd 

On the 28th of May was figned agother Article, chiefly 


| Kay . relative to Mr. Powell's engagement as a Performer, of which 


more ſhall be ſaid in the ſequel, By the ſame Article it was alſo agreed, 


that none of the parties ſhould be-concerned im any other Theatre; and 


67 1 
that any of them producing any new Play, Farce, Entertainment, or other 
exhibition, or any alteration of an old Play, Farce, &c. ſhould have 
the common emoluments accruing to Authors from ſuch productions, 

excluſive of the other parties. rid 01 av WW : 

On the firſt of July the contract with Mr. Rich's executors ., 
was compleated, and the money then paid; but in order to ef- . 
fect the purchaſe, the ſum of Fifteen Thoufand Pounds had been bor- 
rowed, viz. Six Thouſand for Mr. Rutherford, Five for Mr. Colman, and 
Four for Mr. Powell; for ſecuring which ſum of Fifteen Thauſand Pounds 
the three fourth ſhares of Meſſrs. Rutherford, Harris, and Colman, were 
mortgaged, Mr. Powell having made over the firſt claim on the whole of his 
ſhare ro the perſon of whom he had borrowed the other Eleven Thouſand 
of his proportion of the purchaſe. By this account it will appear, that 
Meſſrs. Harris and Rutherford were not called upon to make good their 
original contract; that Mr. Powell raiſed One Thouſand Pounds more 
than his contract required; that Mr. Colman was not obliged to them, 
directly or indire&ly, for a fingle ſhilling ; that he was a joint ſecurity with 
them for the Four Thouſand advanced to Mr. Powell, and that Mr. 
Colman raiſed, independent of the patent 'ſecurity, One Thouſand 
Pounds more than Mr. Rutherford, who brought but Nine Thouſand 
into the common ſtock to Mr. Colman's Ten. It will ſcarcely be con- 

tended that Mr. Colman could not raiſe 3000 l. on his ſhare; at leaſt ic 
cannot be urged with a good grace by Meſſtrs. Harris and Rutherford, 
who often aſſured him how much more eaſily the money was raiſed by 
the uſe of his name: not that theſe particulars would be worth mention- 
ing, if it were not to ſhew that there is not the moſt minute circumſtance 
in this whole tranſaction, wherein the writer of the libellous Narrative has 
not attempted to deceive, _ 

The purchaſe being completed, Mr, Powell, who came up _ 
to town on purpoſe to ſign the writings, returned to Briſtol; 3 
ard Meſſrs. Rutherford and Harris ſet out on a tour of pleaſure to Buxton, 
Matlock, Harrowgate, &c. leaving all the care of preparing the Houſe 
and Company for the enſuing ſeaſon to Mr. Colman. Betore their depar- 
ture Mr. Colman ſhewed Mr. Harris a paper containing a ſketch of the 
alterations then propoſed in the Company, and lamented the want of his, 
and Mr. Rutherford's and Mr. Powell's aſſiſtance and advice in the courſe 
of his future operations during the ſummer; on which occaſion Mr. Har- 
ris, with much politeneſs and apparent ſincerity, replied, that it was of 
no conſequence, ſince they ſhould have nothing to do but to approve 
what he propoſed. _ tt bh onL .. = 
The many cares attending my new {ſituation are not eaſily. july. 

imagined; but I was embarked on 9 troubles, and wass 


Ld 


reſolved 
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reſolved to make way, if poſſible, with chearfulneſs and reſolution. Af- 
ter a moſt laborious and unwearied attention to the buſineſs of the The- 
atre for ſix or ſeven weeks, having ſettled every thing in the beſt manner | 
was able, I went down to Briſtol, and communicated all my proceedings 
to Mr. Powell, who exprefled great ſatisfaction at the meaſures I had 
taken. In about three weeks I returned to London, expecting to meet 
the two other gentlemen returned from. the North, and to find them in the 
ſame good humour which they maintained before they ſet out. 

| In this, however, I was cruelly deceived. They received me 
in the coldeſt manner, and inſtead of ſeeming ſenfible of the 
trouble I had taken, broke out into complaints of their not having been 
made duly acquainted with all my proceedings. The only material ſteps 
I had taken, were the receiving a Comedy of Dr. Goldſmith, and making 
an engagement with Mr. Macklin ; neither of which, eſpecially the 
latter, I thould have done merely on my own judgment, had it not been 
almoſt next to impoſſible to have obtained their opinion; as their motions 
were quite uncertain, and I never received a letter from either of them, 
till a few days before I went to Briſtol. Of theſe meaſures, however, 
they declared their entire approbation; but before we parted, Mr. Ruther- 
ford took a freſh occaſion to. differ with me, and rendered a very trivial 
concern a matter of great importance, by peremptorily inſiſting that the ar- 
rangements which I had made in that inſtance ſhould not be purſued. 
What rendered this unexpected oppoſition the more ſhocking to me, was, 
that it was introduced by obſervations rather unfavourable to the reſt of 
my conduct, for which I was weak enough to expect a very different re- 
turn. Mr. Rutherford continued to init on my waving the point, which 
at that time was not anly unadviſable, but impracticable. ] profeſſed, 
therefore, that I ſhould moſt ſteadily adhere to it; and on thoſe terms we 

arted. - 7 | | | PE N 
, It is but juſtice to Mr. Harris to declare, that he acted with the utmoſt 
candour on this occaſion. He undertook to be a mediator, and uſed every 
method to conciliate the mind of each party. At length Mr. Rutherford 
was prevailed on to wave his oppoſition, by the interpoſition of his friend, 
and the following letter from me. Þ CE TE 


Sept. 


„ Dear SIR, Fo | 

«© WARM as I am, I can ſee and feel the impropriety of it in myſelf, as well 
as in others; and I do aſſure you, that I have entirely forgot any little aſperities on 
your part, and am moſt heartily ſorry for whatever might have the air of violence on 
mine. Any arguments in favour of the conteſted point, arifing from conſiderations 
of generolity, prudence, or neceflity, I leave to your cool reflection; and I now re- 
queſt it as a favour, that all which hath paſſed on this ſubject, may be buried in ſi- 
lence and oblivion ; and that you will give a chearful aſſent to the meaſure, if it be 


CT WH: 
for no other reaſon than merely to oblige your friend, who will lay hold of every oc- 
ceſion to convince you, that he is, with the utmoſt regard and eſteem, dear Sir, 


4 Vour moſt affectionate humble ſervant, 
Sept. 8, 1767. 5 | 


| | G. COLMAN. 
| To J. RUTHERFORD, Ef. | 

The charges of my forbidding them the ſtage on the firſt rehearſal, 
and neglecting to introduce them to the performers, if they did not be- 
tray a ſtrange diſpoſition to jealouſy and ill humour, would ſcarce deſerve 
notice. All I can ſay is, that I never intended to give them the leaſt 
offence, or to be deficient in any due attention to them; nor did they 
themſelves at that time ſeem to entertain ſuch ſuſpicions : for it was on 
the ſtage that Mr. Rutherford and I firſt met after the above little dif- 
ference : it was on the ſtage that he took me by the hand, aſſuring me 
that he was perfectly ſatisfied, and how ardently he deſired the continua- 
tion of a good underftanding between us: to which I was fo ſincerely 
Liclined, that I concealed the whole tranſaction from Mr. Powell; and 
the curtain drew up on the 14th of September, with ſeeming content on 

all ſides, and the moſt entire harmony in the cabinet of the four kings of 
Brentford, | | 

The above difference, however, proved to be a prologue to 
the ſcenes of diſputes that were to ſucceed. A day or two after * 
our opening the Theatre, I found the two gentlemen there together, and 
Mr. Harris, to my great ſurprize, in very ill humour. On enquiring 
the cauſe, he ſaid that an iniult had been offered to Mrs. Leſſingham; 
concerning which he would make no farther enquiry, as he would not 
know from whom it proceeded. That lady having been engaged on the 
recommendation of Mr. Harris, I verily believe that Mr. Powell, as well 
as myſelf, was inclined to treat her not only with reſpect, but even with 
partiality, as far as it could be conſiſtent with the general intereſt. I 
ventured therefore to vouch thus much, and deſired to know the pre- 
ſent matter of complaint, which proved to be her having been aſſigned 2 
dreſſing- room up ſtairs. I told him that this was the firſt word I had 
ever heard of it : that my attendance on matters merely dramatick and 
theatrical, was more than ſufficient buſineſs for me; and that the care 
of dreſſing- rooms, ward-robe, &c. had been kindiy undertaken by Mr. 
and Mrs. Powell. Upon this he took me apart, and repeated his ex- 
preſſions of diſſatisfaction with more warmth than before. My ſecond 
anſwer was no other than the firſt; whereupon Mr. Harris in ſome mea - 
ſure turned the converſation, by deſiring that Mrs. Leſſingham might 
have the part of Imogen. I told him that, as the Caſt Book then ſtood, 
it was allotted. to Miſs Ward. He ſaid that Mrs. Leſſingham could play 
us well. I did not deny but ſhe might; adding, that all the buſineſs 
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then aſſigned to Miſs Ward muſt be underſtood to be merely on ſuppo- 
ſition; for that as | had never ſeen her play, ſhe might perhaps upon 
trial appear unit for it; and that I had given her the part of Imogen, 
merely on account of the youth and innocence of her figure, which TI 
thought very ſuitable to the character. I added. at the fame time, char, as 
a friend to Mrs. Leflingham, I would adviſe her never to play a line of 
Tragedy. Fhis Mr. Harris in ſome meaſure allowed, but did not ſeem 
to-think Imogen ſo much out of her ſphere as Belvidera, and fome other 
tragick characters. I mentioned alſo, that as Mr. Powell had a capital 
part in the play, it would be but a reaſonable attention to him, to con- 
ſult how far it would be agreeable to him to caſt the play in that manner: 
but Mr. Harris ſaw no occaſion for Mr. Powell's concurrence, This was all 
that paſſed on the ſubje&; and this was the only time that ever the name 
Sept. 16 of Miſs Ward was mentioned for the part of Imogen; nor was 
iitt then agitated on either fide as a matter of contention between 
her and Mrs. Leſſingham. From this circumſtance the Publick may de- 
termine of the confidence that is due to the libellous author of the writ- 
ten Narrative; wherein, for obvious reafons, mean as they are baſe, that 
young actreſs is brought forward as the object of diſpute. It is to be hoped, 
however, that thefe wicked infinuations, falſe as they are ſcandalous, will 
not contribute to throw a ſtain on the character of a young actreſs, whoſe 
conduct has not only ever been moſt unexceptionable in THE THEATRE, but 
every-where elſe. | pp.” „„ NY 
About the ſame period that the arrangement of Mrs. Leſſingham's 
dreſſing- room was taken into conſideration by Mr. Harris, his friend Mr. 


Rutherford tcok upon him to promiſe a ſeparate dreſſing- room for Mrs. 
Bellamy. Mr. and Mrs. Powell remonſtrated concerning the great want of 
room behind the ſcenes to no purpoſe. Mr. Rutherford ſaid he had \1ted 
miſed; and if it coſt him 500). to build new rooms, it muſt be done. In a 
word, both the ladies were obliged, and both the gentlemen were ſatisfied. 
8 Oa Friday, Sept. 18, the Prompter ſurprized me, by acquaint- 

Pe. ing me that Mrs, Leſſingham had returned the part of Neriſſa in 
the Merchant of Venice; and my ſurprize was redoubled a few hours 
after, by his putting into my hands the following letter: 3 

4 SIR, | 3 | 
I think it right to give my reaſon for 


* As I returned you the part of Neriſſa, | 
it. I have as yet had no liſt of thoſe parts it is intended I ſhould play; when I 


have, and find I have an equal ſhare of good and bad, I fhall have no objection to 
any, though the loweſt. I deſire you will acquaint the managers with this. 1 


am, Sir, | Your humble ſervant, | 
| J. LESSING HAM.“ 
To Mr. YOUNGER, Prompter, Covent- garden. e # 
Received the letter, of which this is a copy, Friday, September 18, 1 7673 
but the letter itſelf has no date, J. *- 
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Piqued at the ſtudied inſolence of this epiſtle, but unwilling to re- 
ſent it on account of the quarter from which it proceeded, I ſubmitted 
the letter that very evening to Mr. Harris, who defended the propriety 
of it in ſuch terms as led me to ſpeak my thoughts very freely, both of 
the letter and its author. This was very highly reſented by Mr. Harris, 
by whoſe privity I then took it for granted the letter had been ſent; and 
J have fince ſeen no reaſon to alter my opinion. He went directly to the 
Prompter, and ordered him to bring the Caſt Book to his houſe the 
next day, The Prompter did ſo, and delivered it to Meſſ. Harris and 
Rutherford, from whom, on the morning of Sunday the 20th of Sept. 
Juſt a week after opening the theatre, I received the following letter: 

SH; + | Saturday, 19 Sept, 1767. 
Upon examining the Caſt Book, we find ſeveral parts allotted to Mrs. Leſſing- 
ham, which we think improper for her to perform; and others omitted, which we 
think very proper for her ſphere of acting. In order to avoid miſtakes, we have ei- 
ther expunged or eraſed from the Caſt Book, the names oppoſite to ſuch improper 
parts, and defire you will give directions to the prompter to inſert her name in lieu. 
There are, likewiſe, many parts of plays not caſt, which we think that lady very 
capable of performing, to the advantage of the theatre and herſelf, which we have 
fubjoined to the liſt incloſed. t. gs | 

In this, and in every circumſtance which we ſhall advert to, we ſhall endea- 
vour to do juſtice to merit, at the ſame time that we ſhall carefully attend to propri- 
ety with reſpect to ourſelves. Are, Sir, et 

„ Your moſt humble ſervants, | 


Gxonck Colman, Ef. 


« WE have deferred examining the generality of parts caſt, left we might inter- 
fere with the buſineſs of the theatre by, detaining the book ſo long at one time; a 
future occaſion may preſent us with an opportunity of conveying to you our furthes 
animadverſions on that head. We are as before, 3 Eb 


29th Sept. 5 5 j. R. 
| GrorGt CoxMAx, £/4. 


Belmour 


Theſe are in the | Lavinia 


Clandeſtine Marriage. 


Betty — 
Clariſſa Confederacy. 
Imogen Cymbeline. 


Way to Keep Him, 


Fair Penitent. | 


SheWou'd and SheWou'd Not. 


Caſt Book. Flora — — 
5 Lady Betty Modiſh Careleſs Huſband. 
Sullen —— Stratagem. 
Flora — Country Laſſes. 


Hillel 


Merchant of Venice. 


| | 


- Neriſſa — 
Lady 


„ 


Lady Fancifol — — Provok'd Wife. 
unleſs Mrs. Bellamy chuſes N 
it. | 
Bizarre — — — [Tnconſiant, 
Lady Anne — — Richard. | 
Lady Dainty —— — Double Gallant. 
Leonora — — Revenge. 
Theſe not; but Amanda — — Love's Laſt Shift. 


to be inſerted. \ Mrs. Conqueſt —— 


Lady's Laſt Stake. 
Fidelia _ 


Plain Dealer. 


1 | | Clarinda — — hog | Suſpicious Huſband. 
. | Lady Harriet — — Funeral. 
4 O Berinthia —— —— Relapſe. - 
Caſt. Flarival '— ' — — Deuce is in Him. 
© Theſe parts allotted to Mrs. Leſſingbam. 
19 Sept. 1767. RY | | J. K. 


Here was an open act of hoſtility; an act ſo far from endeavouring to 
extenuate the inſolence of Mrs. Leſſingham, that it was plainly calcu- 
lated to convince me that they were both determined on every occaſion 
to countenance and ſupport it. My anſwer, ſent the ſame morning, was 
as follows: .  . ;. | „ 


BE 


*C'GENTLEMEN, OR 

« WITHOUT dwelling on the very groſs treatment which I have received 
from yourſelves and Mrs. Leſſingham, Lidl beg leave to remind you, that while 
you have been conſpiring to check my authority, you have exceeded the limits of 
your own. The article of agreement betwixt us, which, inveſted me with the 
theatrical management, empowered you jointly to object to my meaſures, but not 
to preſcribe new ones of your own; and from the director of the theatre, to ſink 
me into ſomething lower than the prompter. You will find therefore, that in 
making eraſements from the Caſt Book, and ſigning a liſt of parts allotted to Mrs. 
Leſſingham, you have as little attended to the propriety you profeſs, as to the reſpect 
due to f Your humble ſervant, 

S. COLMAN.“ 


This anſwer was, I believe, the firſt circumſtance that ſerved to waken 
them from the trance of deſpotiſm, into which their conſtruction of the 
article relative to the management had thrown them. A negative 
power it left them, but gave them no po/itive one. They told me indeed 
at our next meeting, that two negatives made one affirmative, I 
allowed the truth of that logick; but told them, that both together, like 
the two letters in the word No, they made but one negative. I taxed 


Mr. Rutherford alſo with want of candor on this occaſion, for joining to 


inſult me without ſo much as inquiring into the merits of the cauſe ; re- 
| | | minding 


1 


minding him, at the ſame time, of the oppoſite conduct of his friend 
on a former occaſion. Mr. Harris then told me, he found I was an im- 
Practicable man, and deſired, or rather injoined me to put my ſhare to 
ſale. Mr. Powell, who till then had only lamented our diviſions in 
ſilence, was ſtartled at this propoſal, and frankly confeſt that he thought 
ſuch proceeding was injurious to our common intereſt, I told Mr. Harris 
that, finding I was become ſo diſagreeable a partner to himſelf and Mr. 
Rutherford, I ſhould retain my ſhare, on purpoſe to plague them. It 
was, I think, at this meeting, and on this occaſion, that Mr. Ruther- 
ford dwelling very much on the words manly and gentleman-like, I took 
occaſion to tell him, in a careleſs manner, that I had never in my life 
heard thoſe words ſo often repeated; but that I did not need his inſtrue- 
tion how to behave either like a man or a gentleman. His reply to this 
was very violent, and ended with talking of going out with him, accom- 
panying theſe laſt words with a ſtride towards the door. I told him I 
thought it rather extraordinary, that he was not contented with giving 
the affront, if any had been given; but that he alſo claimed the pri- 
vilege of reſentment : however, that if he ſuppoſed I was to be terrified, 
he was miſtaken.—They then recurred to the paper in diſpute, and aſked 
if the liſt of parts contained in it ſhould be conſidered as admiſſible, I 
objected to all the tragedy, particularly Leonora in the Revenge; and 
added, that Mrs. Sullen belonged to Mrs Bulkley, and that Miſs Macklin 
was the original Widow Belmour. They again aſked, if I was inclined 
.to oblige them. I told them my chief cauſe of offence was their having 
doubted that inclination, and having flown to acts of violence when. 
-gentle means would have been more prevalent. They then ſuddenly 
changed their tone and manner; Mrs. Leſſingham, ſorely againſt my 
judgment in many inſtances, was allowed the characters in queſtion; and 
we parted once more in tolerable good humour. 5 
Such were the expoſtulations of Meſſrs. Harris and Rutherford, and 
ſuch were the injuries which 1 delighted to inflict on their favou- 
rite actreſs. But it ſeems, that I had conceived a violent pique and reſent- 
ment againſt her, the cauſe of which ſhall not be here related, Dark charges. 
muſt, of neceſſity, be darkly anſwered ; but whenever the lady, or her 
advocates, ſhall pleaſe to be more explicit, 1 promiſe to ſpeak plainly in 
my anſwer, if ſhe, or they, ſhall urge any thing of ſufficient importance 
to demand one at my hands. 3 
I allow the charge of employing news-papers to defend groſs partiali- 
ties; for I was weak enough to mention Mrs. Leſſingham's having 
joined us, with the air of announcing a valuable acceſſion to the ſtrength 
of our company, by ſpecial. paragraphs in the public papers.. I. muſt 


See Meſſ. R. and H.'s. Narrative, p. 37. 
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alſo plead gvilty to the charge of forcing unpopular performers on a patient 
alidiente'*; for on the firſt night of her appearance, to prevent the morti- 
fication that her vanity muſt ſuffer from a thin houſe, in direct oppoſi- 
tion to the opinion of Mr. Macklin, I ſupported her lame performance 
on the crutches of Love A- la Mode. I alſo prefixed the Stratagem, in 
which ſhe played Mrs. Sullen, to the Oxonian in Town, while its no- 
velty was ſome recommendation to it. I had the more merit in theſe 
facrifices, becauſe they were made in direct contradiction to my private 
opinion. In the laſt inſtance, two ſtrong objections to the meaſure ! 
purſued; ſtared me in the face: firſt, that ſhe played the part moſt 
wretchedly ; and, ſecondly, that it was apparently injurious to a little 
piece, eſpecially one of ſo ferious a caſt, to be performed after one of 


* 


the lighteſt and pleaſanteſt comedies in our language.  _. 
3 But to return. From the moment after our meeting in conſe- 

* quence of their memorable letter of September 19th, Meflrs, 
Harris and Rutherford expreſſed the higheſt ſatisfaction at the conceſ- 
fions which 1 ſeemed diſpoſed to make, and were inceffantly urging me 
to bring forward the play of Cymbeline, aſſigning as a motive, the ve- 
ry reaſon which they now urge for oppoſing the repetition of it, viz. 
that it was frequently exhibited at Drury Lane +. Mr. Powell alfo, being 

extremely attached to the character of Poſthumus, was defirous of ſhow- 
ing himſelf in it, whoever might play Imogen, In this ſituation I could 
not have avoided exhibiting the play, however averſe, without diſoblig- 
ing them all three, if Mr. Dall had not received orders to paint a new 
ſcene of Imogen's chamber ; a ſcene which has ſince given the public ſo 
much ſatisfaction, but which then neceſſarily delayed the performance of 
the piece, into which it was to be introduced. Hence it will appear, 
that Mrs. Leſſingham, without any competition, had been avowedly in 
poſſeſſion of the part from the 19th of September, that is, within a week _ 
of opening the Theatre. On the 12th of October Mr. and Mrs. 

" Yates were engaged, the hiſtory of which tranſaction ſhall be given 
in its pope place. From that inſtant, I confeſs, that all my notions 'of 
Mrs. Leſſingham's playing the part in queſtion vaniſhed ; for I could 

never ſuppoſe, that Meſſrs. Rutherford and Harris would be ſo blind to 
their own. intereſts, or that Mrs. Leſſingham would entertain ſuch. an 
overweening opinion of her own abilities, as to think of her entering in- 
to a direct competition with Mrs. Vatts. However, I was ſoon unde- 
ceived; for on Thurſday the 29th of October, they roundly inſiſted on 
Mrs. Leflingham's retaining the character, which I as roundly refuſed; 
but not without remonſtrating on the gro's partiality that would appear 
in ſuch a'procedure; as well as the injuftice to Mrs. Yates, and the af- 

* See Meſſ. R. and H. s Narrative, p. 37. + Ibid. p. 6. 
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Front to the W pen, for all which. my reputation, 4% che mine, world 

ſuffer. tread theſe / rguments , with. great coptempt; upon 
Wwhi * of nothing but furt her alcerey tion like ck 0 e nſue 1 abrupt- 

ly left chem; but 1 dò moſt folemal) dec are, tha Gil not then, or at 
any other time, 'openly and avowedly dj 4; claim their 75 to lay me under any 

reſtraint; nor did I declare, that I 22 never diſc NS 

future intentions.* 


They were reſolved, however, to carry this i important. oinr, if wolhd'e ; ; 


and finding the aing manager inflexible, they not only rampered with 


Mr. Powell, but applied to Mrs. Yates, with whom they had a very 
long conference, in her abe a that very evening, as will ap- 
Pear from the long letter, which they ſent about an 188 aft ter they 
took their leave 3 and rom which, b. together with Mrs. Yates's anſwer, it 
is not difficult to gueſs at the nature and . of the conference itſelf. 


&« DEAR MADant, 04 
« BEING in the greateſt Ware defirous of proviog to you, that we Are not 
men of mere profeſſion alone, we take the liberty to defire of you, in your note tos 
morrow morfiitig, riot only a favourable determination reſpecting the point. 
tation, but that you will accompany it with ſuch requeſts as will cohtuce to the 
advancement of your Fame or Pleaſure; and our immediate anſwer thereto ſhall be 
the proof how much we are devoted to your deſires, We are, dear adam, 


Your moſt humble ſervants, _ | 
| T. HARRIS, 
. 29 Oct. J. RUTH E R A 0 &D. 


« H. and R. beg the faubür of Jour anſwer as bon at as convenient in the marn- 
ing, as we Wake early on purpoſe to receive it.“ 


23444 


Mrs. Yates's anſwer was as follows: . N = 
6c GENTLEMEN, | ET V. 
uſb 95 


75 5 me received the following reply: 


4% DRAR MA DAM, 
cc WE have this inſtant received your favour—hape for your pardon for the 
trouble we have given you; and finding an application to you ſo ineffectual, you 
8 may diſmils all N of our diſturbing your mind by any future one. We are, and 


_ be, Dear Madam, Your devoted humble ſervants, 
vRveet,* | | \ T. HARRIS.” 
Tueſday u rn. Oct. 30. | a | S inn, 


1 gee Meſf, R. and H. “s Narrative, p. 9. 
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* The next morning, while I was attending a rehearſal at the 
3% theatre, I received the following letter, to which I immediately 
returned the anſwer ſubjoined. From theſe it will appear, that Meſſrs. 
Harris and Rutherford were the firſt perſons that threatened an appeal 
to the Publick, as they have, in fact, to our great aſtoniſhment, been 
the firſt who have made ſuch an appel. NS 


„ {1 . „ ED 3 

« THE very groſs manner in which you thought proper, yeſterday, to conduct 
yourſelf, being ſo entirely repugnant to the articles we have entered into with you, 
as well as to the principles upon which you have verbally profeſſed to govern your- 
ſelf on a late reconciliation, we cannot ſuffer it to paſs without informing you, 
that until you ſhall make the conceſſions due to us for ſuch a notorious breach of 
good faith, we ſhall purſue a mode of conduct that will be influenced by the keen 
reſentment you have inſpired us with. Yet ſhall take no umwarrantable ſteps, nor 
any that we cannot juſtify to the Publick, who will moſt probably be acquainted 
with every part of our proceedings; and however your importance may ſuffer by 
your having overrated it, is a circumſtance of which you are the ſole author, and 
muſt therefore abide by the conſequences e t 1:5 

© Surry Street, | T. . 
Friday morning, Oct. 29th. | J. RUTHERFORD.” 


* © GENTLEMEN, E I 5 1 
« I NEVER did, nor ever will do any thing repugnant to our articles. The very 
ſs manner in which you and Mrs. Leſſingham have always treated me, obliges 
me to exert to the as the power thoſe articles give me. Your keen reſentment 
does not terrify me, nor ever ſhall, while I know I can juſtify my conduct to our 
royal maſter, the lord-chamberlain, and the publick; to all whom I am very will- 
ing to ſubmit it. | | . f 
Covent Garden, Friday morning, Oct. 29, 1767. G. COLMAN,” 


This anſwer was received by Meſſrs. Harris and Rutherford, at the 
houſe of Mr. Powell, who, on every diſpute, had always done every 
thing in his power to reconcile the 3 to each other, and was then 
actually employed in exerting his beſt endeavours for that purpoſe. On 
the receipt of my letter, they both broke out into the moſt violent paſ- 
ſion. One propoſed to attack my favourites; and, in the firſt place, to 
diſmiſs Mr. Younger, (the prompter) becauſe he was uſeful to me in my 
buſineſs. It then occurred to exerciſe their negative power, by prohibit- 
ing the exhibition of the Oxonian in Town, which was then in rehear- 
fal ; but that ſuggeſtion was, on ſecond thoughts, oppoſed, becauſe it 
would be doing me a favour, as ihe piece would certainly be damned. 
os. „. _ In ſhort, the diſpute now grew warm indeed, and the very 

, ſame evening | received a letter from Mr. Harris, to which, on 
the. very ſame evening, I returned an anſwer. The letter and anſwer. are 
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as follow : 


2 0971" 212 mans. 
* YOU have aſſerted you never did any thing repugnant to our articles. 
Are you not by them obliged to ſubmit every thing to our conſideration ? Have 
you done ſo? We have neither of us any thing to do with Mrs. Leflingham's, 
treatment of you; you ſay it has been very groſs ; I believe that, as well as your 
firſt aſſertion, to be moſt falſe. You ſeem determined, upon every difpute, to 
bring that lady's conduct into queſtion, in order to avail yourſelf of it as a favour- 
able plea with the Publick ; now that I hold to be moſt pitiful and infamous. - You 
are very welcome, Sir, to my life, if you dare any how to. hazard the taking it. 
I am going out of town this evening, at ſix o'clock, and ſhall return tomorrow 
about- that time. If T hear nothing from you then, know, that your ungenerous, 
unmanly behaviour has made me upon every occaſion of life your enemy. _ , 
Surry-ſtreet, Friday noon, Oct. e. T, HARRIS:, 


NE Li on e oy 
*« AS Mrs. Leffingham has been the ſole cauſe of every diſpute between us, it 
wag very natural, as well as proper, for me to men ion her name; and as to the groſs 
treatment with which I charged her, yourſelf, and Mr. Rutherford, I have the 
roofs of it under all your hands; ſo that the falſhood, meanneſs, pitifulneſs, and 
infamy, do not lie on my fide. As to my daring to take your life, God knows I 
dare not do it; but you and every other man ſhall find that I dare on all occaſions 
to defend my own: wherefore your profeſſed friendſhip or profeſſed enmity are 
in that reſpect equally indifferent to ll Eat el | 
Great Queen ſtreet, Friday evening, Oct. 30, 1767. G. COLMAN.” 
0 Thomas HakRis, Eq. DT: 


The next evening Mr. Rutherford came to the theatre alone, _. 
and interrupting Mr. Powell during the play, in the midſt of 
his anxieties in a new part, ſpoke of me in ſuch terms, that Mr. 
Powell thought it improper for us to meet; Mr. Rutherford, however, 
ſending to deſire to ſpeak with me, I came to him. He ſaid that he had 
nothing to do with what had paſt between Mr. Harris and, me, but that 
he now came to inform me, that I was no longer ſole manager of that 
theatre; of which publick notice would be given to the performers on 

onday morning in the Green Room. I ſmiled, and aſked, if. it was 
worth while to ſend for me merely to communicate ſuch a piece of intel- 
ligence ? My indifference threw him into a violent paſſion. He began 
to ſwear: I walked away. He followed, and deſired to ſpeak with me: 
I refuſed to have any thing further to ſay to him. . 


. 21. 


On the ſame evening, juſt after the play was over, the prompter re- 
ceived the following letter, to which he ſent the reſpectful anſwer an- 
nexed : but, reſpectful as it was, it gave the higheſt cauſe of offence. to 
Meſſrs. Rutherford and Harris, from whom it drew the two letters here 
ſubjoined to it, in which they have moſt flagrantly exceeded the power 
given them by our articles, by aſſuming the power of diſmiſſion from the 
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TO IBS, - Toon 


. 
OU are to cauſe the incloſed paper to be immediately placed i ina conſpicuous: 
part of the Green-room, and to return us an anſwer, ſpecifying the preciſe time of- 


4 If, Youncer, SIR, 


your receiving the larde. -. - Sir, your humble ſervants, 
| ſtreet, Oct. 37, 1767, | T. HAR RIS. 
25 minutes paſt nine. LY J. RUTHERFORD.” 


The inchſed paper, . 
« UNTIL farther notice, an order. from a 0 er of this theatre will. 

be. void and of no effect. T — 3 
T. HARRIS; 


— 1 OJ. RUTHERFORD.” 


A Loy fangs | eſpe for al I if 
« A all ever retain a proper r or all m fatter myſelf 
3x will, upon a moment's reflexion,. not wiſh to ny cp Ee me in the — 
appy dif ſpore at preſent ſubſiſting, as to inſiſt on my doing what muſt render me 
obnoxiou to ſome of the parties concerned. I am with — reſpeth, Gentlemey, 5 


| Your moſt ymble ſervan 
Saturday, helf an hour-pat 10. þ * 108. YOUNGER.” 
46 8 I R, | | 
« Mx. YOUNGER, prompter of 8 * 1 1 having given the- 
higheſt caufe of offence to us, we inform you, that deſire he Y e notice 
| immediately 0 of his diſmiſfion from 0 our Re, = N M6 
| . BD th. 8 
eee e I RUTAERRORD.” 


.To Gro, Corman, Zh 
SLE + N 
8 THE ſalary paid to Mr. Younger, orofore ere our heat, ceaſed. 
this 88 You are therefore to-forbear any futyre payments to him. Wea are, 
9-2. « Sie, your en 
| ag night, £2114 155 
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| Mr. Ponell, quite: unhappy to ſee ons differptions running to 
. ſoch a length, and :defirons ' to do every ching in his power to 
heal. them, prevailed” on ©: very: intimate friend of mine, to acedmpany 
hitn'the 1 morning - to oer with Meſs. Rutherford and Harris on 
the — at the houſe of the latter, i in Surry-ſtreet. I was far from 
wiſhing or defiring that any friend of mine. ſhould involve himſelf i in 
my dil . and 1 now ſhudder to think, that this. gentleman kind: 
and friegdly intetpoſition in m. affairs, Ras recently expoſed hig to 
the moſt Tj 5 danger dis life; the —. which Nook fave, de-- 
ſtroyed all the oft peate and quiet of my own, though I was no fur- | 


ther acceſſa 0 : | 
e eren chun in being the unhappy and nee 


f 


1 | 
Meta , 


[1 ap; J; 

The good offices of my friend and Mr. Powell proved whollyß . 

meffettual. Meſſrs. Rutherford and Harris would hear of 2 Rer. x. 
other terms than an abolition of our preſent articles, and the execution 
of new ones, to be framed by their own direction. This was their 4111. 
matum; and thus concluded this fruitleſs negociation of a treaty for peace. 
Being informed, by Mr. Powell, of their terms, I ſent them the fol- 
lowing letter; in which I rejected their propoſal of new articles, by 
ſhewing that I meant to abide by thoſe at preſent ſubfiſting between 
5 COR he 


5 


| © GENTLEMEN» = | 3 
HAVE ſeen Mr. Powell; but after what has paſſed, a perſonal intercourſe 
between us cannot be expected. According to our articles I ſhall, from time to 
time, ſubmit to your conſideration the meaſures I propoſe to purſue in · the manage - 
ment / of the theatre; and any meaſure againſt which you ſhall jointly proteſt ja 
writing, according to- our articles, ſhall not be carried into execution. 
Nov. 1 1567. | Lg, G. COLMAN.” 


Mr. Powell, finding their viokence impoſſible to be mi- e 
tigated, and thinking our property in the greateſt danger from 
their method of proceeding, now, for the firit time, declared on my 
ſide: and foreſeeing the tumult likely to enſue, from the ſteps. which 
Meſſ. Rutherford and Harris had declared their reſolutions of taking the 
next morning, thought it adviſable to prevent that confuſion as far as” 
poſſible, by collecting as many of the performers as could be found that 
day, and laying before them a fair ſtate of the caſe. On this occafion- I 
related the ſtory in the plaineſt terms, read the letters which authenti- 
cated my narrative, and \f#irhyfated the article relative to the manage 
ment, reciting the negative power lodged with Meſſ. Rutherford and“ 
Harris, as well as the poſitive one veſted in me. Read the article, indeed, 
F could not, as I then had no copy of it. For the truth of theſe circum- 
ſtances, I appeal to all che parties then preſennt. ; ; 

The next morning the tumult, ſo vehemently threatened on 
their part, and patiently expected on our own, aQually-enſped.' 
About eleven o'clock Meſſ. Harris and Rutherford eame vn the ſtage, 
and interrupted the rehearſal. They aſked me; in an authoritatide:tone, 

if I had diſmiſſed Mr. Younger > I anſwered; No. Will you difihifs 
him? No. — Some time after this, Mr. Rutherford ſaid, Did not we 
onb EN you #0 diſmiſs Tunger On DER me, Se iatmecfrately 
recanted the impetious word erder, and was polite enough to ſubſtitutes 
the · gentler term deſfre. He read the article in an audible voite, an, the 
ſtage to the performers, and afterwards aſſedthem if they would conti- 

nue to act under Mr. Colman's management. They anſwered, - VS. 
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Mr. 


EN 


Mr. Ruthetford, miſuaderſtanding Mr. Smith, and foppoſing that he 
meant to aſſent to their direction, ſaid with great heat, I am obliged to you, 
Sir; you are & gentleman. Mr. Smith, however, being aſked by another 
performer to what he had anſwered yes, ſaid, that his Yes implied an 
aſſent to act under Mr. Colman. hy then, pentlemen, ſaid” Mr. Ruther- 
ford, I will tell you one thing for your comfort; the Theatre will be ſhut up, 
for we ſhall apply to the court of chancery for an injunttion for that purpoſe. 
Soon after theſe tranſactions, Mis. Mactocks tainted away, and 1 ran 
among others into the common Green-Room to her aſſiſtaace. 3 


EJ) KK 


i 6 In If than half an Aris Mr. Powell came. 08 N me, 
liation, if I would but conſent to the diſmiſſion of Mr. Younger for five., 
minutes. | replied, that provided his diſmiſſion ſhould be literally for 
five minutes, I would affent to it, ſince they thought the form ſo neceſ- 
ſary to ſave appearances. I own I did not ſee why they were ſo well 
inclined to terms of peace, which they ſo peremptorily refuſed the 
wav. morning before ; but being very deeply affected at the part 
, Which my friend had taken in this affair, I was willing to: do 
every thing in my power to promote a thorough reconciliation on all. 
ſides, - Accordingly I accompanied Mr. Powell into the great Green- 
Room; and being aſked by Mr. Harris whether I would carry on the na- 
nagement without doing any thing contrary to the article? | replied, to the 
beſt of my knowledge and belief, in theſe: words: I never Dip any thing 
contrary 10 the article: I never MEANT to do any thing contrary to our arti- , 
cle. All I defire-is to manage, according to the article, and to have an unin- 
terruptad exerciſe of the power which the article gives me. Meſſ. Wood- 
ward, Smith, Gibſon, .&c. were preſent: to them I appeal for the truth 
of this relation ; ; and to them 1 appeal whether I apparently took Joame 
zo myſelf on this occaſion. _ 
The gentlemen, however, reſerved the decorums of reſencmes: to 
the laſt, and thought it neceſſary, on the very moment of our reconci - 
liation,. to commit afreſh violation of the article in queſtion, by writing 
the following note to the treaſurer of the Thearre: | 
-, SIR, . 
4 Ms. YOUNGER being reinſtated as a prompter, you are to continue the 


payments of bis e e. | 1 
Monday, | T. HARRIS. WP 
Nov. 2, 2767, = i J. RUTHERFORD,” 


Mr. Gazron, | 5 16 ; e 


* 


% 


PE © See the printed tes, 2 p. 11. 
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A reconciliation being thus effected, Mr. Harris desired. 
that as the play of Cymbeline had been ſo much the object of > cab 


converſation and diſpute, it might be laid aſide ſot the preſent: Accord - 
ingly it was ſo; and the appearance of a good underſtanding among vs 
was once more reſtored. But it was with the utmoſt difficulty that Meſſ. 
Harris and Rutherford preſerved theſe appearances ; for, inſſead of each 
of them favouring me with their advice in a friendly manner, they were 
continually ſending me letters formally ſigned by them both. This was 
ſo directly oppoſite to their profeſſions; that I expoſtulated with Mr; 
Harris on the ſubject, and told him, that I was in hopes we were now 
to have gone on as friends, without recurring, in every little inſtance, to 
the article, and reminding each other of the extent and limits of our re- 
ſpective power; but that if I ſaw him and his friend reſolved to drive 
me, on every occaſion, to the ground of the article, I would ſtand on 
that ground, and defend it to the laſt; for that I very well knew how 
much and how little power that article gave me. Mr. Harris replied, 
that we had all juſt power enough to plague each other; and, to conviace 
me that he might eaſily be induced to exerciſe that power on his part, 
he added, that the breach between us had been ſo very wide, that it 
would not readily cloſe again, without the moſt ſincere deſires and en- 
deavours on all ſides. I profeſſed the greateſt readineſs to promote ſo 
deſirable an end; but the gentlemen were ſo little inclined to meet me 
half-way, that they fill: continued the ſame. mode of behaviour which 
had led me to the above-mentioned expoſtulation. In ſhort, I plainly 
" faw that they never would forget or forgive the tranſactions of the ſecond 
of November, 4 #2 voy 8 bis u - ir LS 261 1 \ 
About the latter end of that month, while things were in this 3 
fituation, Mr. Dall had finiſhed the ſcene intended for Cymbe- . 
line. This redoubled Mr. Powell's impatience and anxiety to exhibit. 
the play; and he applied to Meff. Harris and Rutherford (particularly 
the former) in the moſt earneſt and ſubmiſſive terms, to wave their ob- 
jections to it. Mr. Harris was inexorable ; Mr. Rutherford ſaid, that 
we ought not to perform it without aſting Mrs. Leſſingbam's leave; and 
referred the farther conſideration of it to our next meeting. | 
One little occurrence, that happened about this time, will perhaps 
ſhew the temper and complexion of theſe gentlemen, more than a matter 
of more conſequence. The prompter had orders to ſend them every 
evening an account of the rehearſal ſettled for the next morning, and at. 
the end of every week. a plan of my arrangement of plays for the week. 
| M2 wm n 


4 h * 


enſuing. One of theſe notẽs was as follows: 


8 IR, 


= between us. 


[ 32 1 
481K. | 


cc MX. MACKLIN's withdrawing vis fares baving tenderefl it Fr ITY 
change the buſineſs propofed for this week, Mr. Colman has ordered me to 


* the * n he — now mT | Your moſſ humble 8 


" $0 . 


8. 
©. A ©» 


ü + x 


to „Mr. 3 only — — cho word fined . = ſettled, as 
in the above. Me. Harris was ſo touched at this expreſſion, that he 


aſked the prompter if the note was diftated by Mr. Colman. The promp-. 
ter replied in the negative. Mr. Harris then commented on the word 


| fixed; and obſerved, that if the buſineſs was fx:d by Mr. Colman, there 


was no need of ſubmitting the plan of it to them. Being informed of this 
eircumſtance, 1 enjoined the prompter to uſe the term propoſed or intended 
for the future: a caution which I believe he has ever ſince religioutly 


Dec. The prompter 3 note of December the afth ran thus: 


| ge Plan B propeſed. for nent. . | 1 
th, ticular defire) Fair Penitent, and Taube „ 
nume, Dov, A 9 
5 8 Philaſter, and Apprentice, ' for the Fund. 
pat: "Toth. Othello. and 2 Mode. 
1th. Royal Merchant. | | 
"42. Cm — Mrs. La Roche, 


«SIR, | 
Mx. COLMAN his ordered me to ſend "_ the above play of bußnel, FR 
15 ed for the enſuing week, and to acquaint you that he has received notice 
is Majeſty, that the firſt time he honours this theatre with bis royal preſence, will 
be wks p play of Cymbeline; for which reaſon he has ordered it to be put into re: 
hearſal 80 week. | I am, Sir, your moft bumble ſervant, | | 
J. YOUNGER» D 


4 P. 8. THE author of the farce has been with Mr. Colman td withdraw i it, and. 


& che ooh on Monday morning 3 W Cunt ay 


have it by that time,” | 
Rehearſal on * next. 
Mahomet at 10. 
Muſical Lady at 32. 


E * ROTHERFORD, 27 | 
On the Tueſday and Wedarkiay folloning, the letters here ſubjoined 


GS: q 


| | 39 1 
«© DRAR Sith, [33 5 79 S&E 8 
< WE are very N17 to receive your information, that we may ſpeedily expect 
| the honour of his Majeſty's preſence ; but we could have wiſhed his Majeſty had 
not been pleaſed to command Cymbeline 355 | 
As cogent reaſons might be given why that play ſhould not be performed ; we 
ſhall never think you treat us fairly unleſs it is for the preſent poſtponed. EE He 
The appointment of the new opera for Friday next, we ſuppoſe, was an over- 
ſight in you; that being the“ author's benefit at Drury Lane, would be deem- 
ed in the higheft degree illiberal in us to produce a new piece on that night, 
and is a meaſure we cannot by any means aſſent to. It may be played for the firſt 
time on Thurſday next, as at firſt propoſed, or any other day (excepting as be- 
fore) that you ſhall think moſt proper. We are, very cordially, | 
„„ 1 Dear Sir, your moſt humble ſervants, 
Dec. 8th. 8 o'clock evening. 5 T. HARRIS. . 
worm Ie Og 7 J. RUTHERFORD.” - 
„ GENTLEMEN, | | 

© YOUR intimation of my not treating you fairly, in the beginning of your letter, 
does not carry that air of eordiality which you Ten e in the concluſion of it. If 
there are ſuch cogent reaſons for diſobeying his Majeſty's commands, it would have 
been kind in you to have ſuggeſted them, as I muſt confeſs that none occurred to 
me which I durſt have fubmitted to his royal notice. The opera cannot be ready on. 
Thurſday, and muſt therefore be poſtponed till next week. I confeſs I never 
thought of the author's ſixth night; and as the firſt night of the opeta ſtood for 
Friday, in the plan of buſineſs ſent you, it is pity it did not occur to you ſooner, 
as we ſhall probably be conſiderable ſufferers by the alteration ; not to mention the 
great hardſhip on the compoſer, who is detained from Bath, to his great incon- 


venience. I am, Gentlemen, your moſt humble fervant, = 
Covent Garden, Dec. 95 1767. 0 *1 ' f Ns, G. COL MAN.“ 
«SIR, 3 | 


« YOUR charging us with inconſiſtency in your /2/?, can only be occaſioned . 
by your haſte in reading it: the air of cordiality which we profeſſed in the concluſion, was 
in 5a hg that reaſons ſufficient would occur to you why Cymbeline ſhould be 
poſtponed. | p | | | 

Cymbeline not being (as we are informed) in the liſt of plays ſent to his Majeſty, 
and the ſcenery, decorations, caſting, &c. &c. not being yet fixed on, you may 
moſt certainly dare to ſubmit reaſons to his Majeſty's royal notice why Cymbeline 
cannot for the preſent be exhibited, if your paſſion to oppoſe our inclinations does 
not ſway you in a ten times greater degree, than your deſire to comply with what 
1s pretended to be the choice of his Majeſty. 1 2 

We are very ſorry the opera has not been got ready long ſince, and that the com- 
poſer ſhould ſuſtain the injury of being kept in town ; but ſtill remain of opinion, 
that if the opera cannot appear on "Thurſday evening, as was at firſt ſettled, in regard 
to all our reputations, it cannot be produced before next Monday. We-are, Sir, 


Your moſt obedient ſervants, 


_ Surry ſtreet, Dec. 9, 1767. | | T. HARRIS. 
One nom oe | *J RUTHERFORD.” 


* Mr, Kenrick, author of the Widow'd Wife, 


1 The 


1 


„ ren day I met them at the Theatre, and fairly told 
them, that it was impoſſible for me to proceed in the ma- 
nagement, while they ſo ſtudiouſly endeayoured to take every occaſion 
to make me uneaſy ; that Cymbeline was in the liſt of plays ſubmitted to 
his majeſty at the beginning of the ſeaſon; but to convince them that I 
did not want to carry any points but ſuch as were conducive to the ge- 
neral intereſt, which I had always meant to purſue, I was reſolved to refer 
my conduct to thoſe who had embarked their property with us, and to 
their own friends in particular; that it was a wanton piece of cruelty to be 
perpetually trying to make my mind miſerable, when my labours rather 
deſerved their thanks; that I had been a voluntary ſlave in the conduct of 
their property ; but that I was extremely hurt on their ſeeming inclined 
to treat me like a ſervant in every particular, except that of paying me 
wages. „ | » | N 
hey received this expoſtulation on my part with more temper and 
moderation than uſual. They declared that they had repeatedly, and on 
all occaſions, profeſſed how much they thought themſelves obliged to 
me; and no longer inſiſted on my repreſenting to their Majeſties that 
we could not obey their Royal Commands reſpecting the exhibition of 
Cymbeline. Mr. Rutherford, a day or two after, lamented the little 
bickering at this meeting, profeſſing the warmeſt cordiality towards me 
on his ſide, and vouching for the ſame ſentiments on behalf of his friend 


Mr. Harris. 13 . 
A. The rehearſals of Cymbeline were then continued without 
+: farther interruption or remonſtrance; and on Monday the 
twenty-eighth of December the repreſentation of the play was honoured 
with the preſence of their Majeſties ; after whoſe departure the plays, 
. as uſual, were announced, and, among the reſt, Cymbeline 
een again for the ſucceeding Thurſday, which occaſioned the fol- 
lowing notes : | 9 | 5 


| Eo: Monday Evening, 10 o'clock, Dec. 28th. 
„ Mg. HARRIS and Mr. Rutherford preſent compliments to Mr. Colman. 
Are much concerned that he directed Cymbeline to be given out this evening. 
Mr, Colman is well acquainted with their ſentiments on that ſubject, and how 
much it is their deſire that Cymbeline ſhould for the preſent be poſtponed. They 
doubt not he will conduct this circumſtance accordingly.” = 


% Mr. COLMAN preſents his compliments to Meſſ. Harris and Rutherford, and 
is equally concerned and ſurprized at their repugnance to the repetition of Cymbe- 
line; which is the more unexpeRed, as he mentioned to Mr. Harris his intention to 
have given it out for the next night, had it not been for the indiſpoſition of Mr. 
Powell. He flatters himſelf they muſt do him the juſtice to acknowledge the de- 
licacy which has been uſed cowards them in this point. As this play had unhappily 
been the cauſe of diſſenſion, it was laid aſide for a time, and at length reſumed and 

| | | 25 | | performed 


. 11 

performed by the expreſs command of their Majeſties; to whoſe royal orders it 
would appear an indirect affront, to diſcontinue a performance, ſo likely to redound 
to the intereſt and credit of the theatre; at the ſame time that ſuch à conduct would 
be a publick confirmation of the evil reports of diſputes amongſt the managers. 
From this and many other confiderations-which their own good ſenſe will ſuggeſt 
to them, Mr. Colman flatters himſelf, that on cool refle&ion; they will chearfully 
concur with himſelf and Mr. Powell.” | 74 8 
Dec. 29th, 1 85 
THE compliments of Mr. Rutherford and Mr. Harris wait on Mr. Colman. 

It- is certain Mt. C. did mention his deſign of giving out Cymbeline to Mr. H. 
which exceedingly ſurprized him; but Mr. H. was very happy to hear it was to be 
deferred, both on account of the hatred he ever bears, and the unwillingneſs he has 
about him always to enter into altercation, and that there would be time to take 
Mr. R's opinion. The advice of their friends, joined to their cooleſt reflection, 
ſtill ſuggeſts to them the abſolute impropriety of repteſenting the. play of Cymbe- 


line again fo ſoon as propoſed. | | | 
Their united and moſt fincere wiſhes are, that this little difference may end here, 


and no more may ever ariſe ; and that Mr. C. will, in ſome degree, pay attention 
to their ſentiments : ſeeing that will make their happineſs conſiſt in entirely purſuing 
thoſe of Mr. C. EC | | a | 

Surry ſtreet, Tueſday one o'clock. 


I was now. credibly informed that, during the rehearſal of. the play, 
wagers had been laid by ſome, who were of their priuy- council, that 
Cymbeline would never be performed but once. We had been at great 
expence in the decorations, which were much approved; the play was 
_ eſteemed a creditable performance; and there was a great demand for 

places againſt any future repreſentation of it, not to repeat the duty in- 
cumbent on us to teſtify the utmoſt reſpeC to the Royal Order by which 
it had been revived at our Theatre. The expences beſtowed on the play 
had been incurred with the conſent and approbation of Meſſ. Harris and 
Rutherford, in whom it was therefore the more unreaſonable to preclude 
our reaping the profits that might reſult from them. . It appeared alſo 
impoſſible to keep terms with men, who were for ever ſeeking occaſions 
of diſpute. On theſe conſiderations I made no reply to the above note, 
and continued to advertiſe the play. 5 . 3 

On Wedneſday, Dec. 30, paſt the following letters: 
* R | ; | 3 
e WE abſolutely diſapprove the performance of Cymbeline at our theatre un- 
til further eonſideration. = | 
Wedneſday, Dec. 30, 1767. | 5 T. HARRIS, — 
| | J. RUTHERFORD.” 
To GEoRGE COLMAN, E/g. : 5 l 


F 2 SIR, 


Kune 1 363 


44. Our right to forbid the repreſentation of the above play we drew from the 
articles entered into by yourſelf and us; from yaur letter of the firſt day of Nov. 
laſt, (which runs thus, “Any meaſure againſt which you ſhall jointly proteſt in 
writing ſhall not be carried into execution); and from your ſolemn declaration, to 
the ſame purport, in preſence of Meſſ. Woodward, Smith, Gibſon, &c. on ag 
ad of the ſaid November. 

It is with the leſs regret that we write in this abſolute manner, as our repeated 
deſires, ſignified in the moſt reſpectſul manner, have failed to make the leaſt im- 


preſſion. — We are your humble ſervants, 
- Surry ſtreet, Dec. zoth. | T. HARRIS. 


| RUTHERPORD.” 
To Gro. COLMAN, Ey. - 


c GENTLEMEN, 
« I HAVE juſt received your mandate, and will print it as a reaſon to the Pub- 


lick for performing no play to-morrow. 
Dec. 30, 1767. | 150 G. COL MAN. < 


6c GrwrI MEN, N 
. < GREAT part of our boxes 1 taken ſor the Fae of Cymbeline, great da- 
mage muſt accrue to my property, by your method of proceeding ; I muſt therefore 
apply to my friends and the Pub ick for redreſs. I moſt ſincere y concur with Mr. | 
Colman's ſentiments above, and ſhall abide by his determination. I am, 


3 35 | Your moſt humble ſervant, 
| | W. P O WELL.“ 


48 1 R, 
« IF you refuſe to give es fora hs to-morrow ni night, we ſhall : whether they 


will be obeyed or not, is for future confideration. What you are pleaſed to call 
our mandate, can be no reaſon for ſhutting up the theatre, as you have the 3 
circle of the drama (Cymbeline excepted) from whence to elect a play. 
Whatever damages may ariſe, we doubt not will be at your peril, as they can 
only enſue from your committing a breach of the moſt ſolemn and legal engagements. 


We are, Sir, your humble ſervants. 


8 ſtreet Wedneſday.Dec. 30, 176 T. HARRIS. | | 
urry 4 o'clock; Ta FT” F. RUTHERFORD.” 


The following notes to the Prompter, with his minutes annexed, with 
ſhew the other particulars relative to this tranſaction : | 


« MR. Rutherford is greatly ſurpriſed that Mr. Younger did not, as old, ſend ls 
on Saturday laſt the plan of the enſuing week's buſineſs, Defires that he wilt be 
careful not to omit it in future, and that he will this evening ſend to Nx. Nuker 

ford the account of plays intended for the remainder of the week. 2 5 


Newman: ſtreet, Wedneſday noon, 3oth Dec. 


«© N. B. I gave the plan of the week's buſinefs, as uſual, on Cy night to 


Sam, Beard, jw both Mr. Rutherford and Mr. Harris ; but ſending for = 2 
unday 


* 


— „ 85 
Sunday morning, (beſore he had delivered them) and giving him a freſh one for each 
concerning the command, he thought the firſt of no conſequence and burnt them. 
I received the note above at one o'clock, and directly took the boy with me to Mr. 


Harris, where the porter faid Mr. Rutherford was, and told him as above : he ſaid 
I need take no farther trouble, he would explain it to Mr. Rutherford.” 


Second Letter. | 


MR. Harris and Mr. Rutherford deſire Mr. Vounger would not fail to come 
down to them directly, if he can do it without injury to the repreſentation of the 
opera; otherwiſe to come to them immediately after the opera is over.“ 8 


Surry-ſtreet, Wedneſday ſeven o'clock, zoth Dec. 


« WENT directly; and on their aſking what orders I had for to-morrow, told them 
Mr. Colman had informed me of their interdiction of Cymbeline, and that he would 

ive no other order; but that Mr. Powell was at the houſe, and ſaid he would give 
it out. 1 alſo told them the Merchant of Venice and Love- a- la- mode was deſigned for 
Friday, and Philaſter for Saturday. They gave me no order of any kind (except 

to ſend them word of what was to be rehearſed next morning) — but ſaid they ſent 
for me 2 have ordered a play, if Mr. Colman refuſed doing ſo, as his letter to them 
mentioned.“ | | | 5 | Nee! 


Dec. 3x. Sent for by Meſſ. Harris and Rutherford to Surry-ftreet : told tbem 
Mr. Powell ordered the giving out of the play laſt night, and ſent himſelf the bills 
to the printer; and that Mr. Colman had given no theatrical orders ſince, though 
1 breakfaſted with him. | 4 , # Prompter.” 

Open hoſtilities were now recommenced, and every effort of ſpleen and. 

reſentment was exerted to diſtreſs Mr. Powell and myſelf in the conduct 

of the Theatre. The /ingle cauſe of difference was not, however, to he 
avowed ; but * repeated and aggravated cauſes were to be ſuppoſed, The 
very day before, if I would but pay due attention to their ſentiments, 
they would intireiy purſue mine: but if not, they would not only oppoſe 
my ſentiments, it ſeems, but endeavour to blacken and aſperſe both our 
characters with the charges of fraud and colluſion.: but when the reader 
has gone through theſe ſheets, I will ſubmit it to his deciſion, in what 
quarter there has been the moſt appearance. of colligſion. 

They begun their firſt attack on the exchequer, and ſent the 

following letter to the Treaſurer of the Theatre: | 


Mr. GARTON. SIR, 3 
« O UL pleaſe to prepare your accounts for. our inſpection next Friday morn- 
ing nine o'clock; and you are on no account to diſburſe any monies between this 
and t hat time, when you will have further directions. | 
. „ SIR, Vour moſt humble ſervants, 
Wedneſday night, . | T. HARKIS. 
Dec. zoths 2797+ 7; J. RUTHERFORD.” 


Dec. 30, 


AS 


Sa | 3 They next attempted to ſtorm the wardrobe, as will 
erz by the following letters between them and Mr. Powell, 


o 
F. 


LU N, 5 | 9 6 | | ; 
«© WE deſire you will preſent our compliments to Mrs. Powell, and acquaint 
her that we deſire ſhe will be pleaſed to fend every thing in her poſſeſſion appentain- 
ing to the Theatre to the wardrobe-keeper's-office, as we intend forthwith to examine 
the ſtate of both wardrobes ;—that you will alſo inform her how much we are oblig- 
ed-to her for the trouble ſhe has hitherto incurred ;—but requeſt ſhe would not make 
any further purchaſe on account of the Theatre, as we | give directions to the 
Treaſurer to pay nothing but incidental charges, until previouſly conſented to by us. 
| | Your humble ſervants, 


Laſs 
2 

28 

* 

E= 

— 

S 


gSurry-freet, 
Thurſday evening, 3 iſt Dec. 1767. 


« GENTLEMEN, . 2 5 | 
C YOUR directions to Mrs. Powell cannot be complied with. — The unappro- 


priated cloaths belonging to the Theatre have ever been kept out of the houſe under 
the care of one of the proprietors ; they are now in my poſſeſſion, always free for 
your inſpection, and forthcoming for the proper uſe of the Theatre, —However you 
may eſteem Mrs. Powell for the care and trouble ſhe has taken to herſelf concern- 
ing the property, I believe every gentleman that has made any advance in the pur- 
chaſe, when they are acquainted with it, will think themſelves greatly bliged to 
her. Whatever your doubts may be for the ſafety of that part of your property in 
my poſſeſſion, I know not; but this I know, that my conduct has hitherto been 
ſuch, as not to have my honeſty, or Mrs. Powell's, called in queſtion: ſo that you 
may be aſſured, your property is ever ſafe with either of us. 

| | Your humble Servant, 

iſt January, 1768. 5 W. POWELL.” 
* To A H. and R. 

« P. 8. Mr. Colman, by our articles, is inveſted with the theatrical as well as 
dramatic direction of the Theatre; and the care of the women's wardrobe and that 
of the men's was deſired by Mr. Colman to be taken by Mrs Powell and myſelf, 
without any objection made on your parts; and therefore we ſhail pay every atten- 
tion to the department for the good of the property and the pleaſure of the publick : 
and you muſt give me leave to tell you, that you ſhall find I am not that adders even 
according to our preſent article, as you ſeem by your treatment to imagine. | 

I am yours, | | 
N W. POWELL.” 


Here it may not be improper to mention, that there had been ſome 
little altercation the preceding day, concerning a dreſs for Mrs. Leſſing- 
ham; that lady having ta!;en great offence, from not being indulged with 
a gown and petticoat to play a chamber-maid in the Clandeſtine Mar- 
riage. The directions to Mrs. Powell we interpreted as an intended inſult 


to her huſband, and the requeſt to defiſs from further purchaſes as a _ 
| | mode 


1 } 


mode of diſtreſſing and embarraſſing us in our affairs: but it was almoſt 
impoſſible to conceive or imagine that they meant to ground a charge of 
fraug or colluſion in this circumſtance, after they had, by the advice of 
Mrs. Rich, approved of keeping the unappropriated cloaths our of the 


wardrobe; and had not only joined with me in defiring Mrs. Powell to- 


take the care of them, but agreed to purchaſe Mr. Rich's dwelling- 
houſe adjoining to the Theatre for the reſidence of Mr. and Mrs. Powell, 
allowing a very large abatement of the rent, in conſideration of their re- 
ſerving a room for the occaſional meetings of the managers, and other 
apartments for the purpole of lodging therein the unappropriated cloaths. 

As Meſſ. Harris and Rutherford were now to ſtand forward as 


acting managers, no circumſtance, however minute, tending: to im- Y 


reſs an idea of their importance, was to be neglected or over- looked. 


On the ſecond of January therefore the Treaſurer of the Theatre received 
the following: . | i 4 


« Mr. GarRTon. SIR, | 
ce IT would have been proper in you to have advertiſed the different tradeſmen 


of the juſt form of addreſs to their reſpective bills which ſhould have been thus: 
Harris, Rutherford,. Colman, and Powell ; that being the form in which the patent, 
&c. is conveyed to us. | a 


. © The bills we now ſend you, as far as we are concerned, you are at liberty to 


pay, with the reſervation expreſs'd—excepting thoſe which are differently ſubſcrib d. 
1 Are, Sir, Vour moſt humble ſervants, 
Surry-ſtreet, T. HA 


ry | 
Saturday, Jan. 2d, 1768. | J. RUTHERFORD.” 


If the reader recollects the dialogue with the Prompter touching the 
word fxed, he will not be ſo much ſurpriſed at the above reprimand to 


the Treaſurer. Proper orders, however, were immediately ifſued to the 


tradeſmen; and it is hoped that all who may hereafter be employed in 
the ſervice of Covent-Garden Theatre, will remember to addreſs their 
reſpective bills to Meſſ. Harris and Co. 

The ſame day I received the following : 


&« QT] R, | 5 | | 
« THERE is now ſo much time elapſed ſince you were paid for your intended 


alterations of the tragedy of King Lear, that we think proper to deſire you forth- 
with to produce the play, or pay the ſum you have received on that account again 
into the treaſury of the Theatre. 


« If you will take the latter propoſed method, it will be by far the moſt agreeable to 


| | Your humble ſervants, | 
Surry-ſtreet, | T. HARRTS.' 


b ry , 
Saturday Morning, zd Jan. 1768, J. RUTHERFORD.” 


Knowing: 


[4] 
Knowing the unquiet ſpirits of the writers, I looked upon this letter; 


as well as that to Mr. Powell, to be nothing more than a freſh 


= ay inſult, that their reſentments to me might keep pace with their 


inſtances of ſpleen to Mr. Powell. I muſt own I never expected to be 


called on for a juſtification of my character in a tranfaction of this nature; 


and I am very well convinced, that the gentlemen themſelves never 


thought of exhibiting fo ſcandalous a charge, till after the ſecond repre- 
ſentation of the play of Cymbeline. This, and the other aſſertions rela- 
tive to Mr. Powell's going to Briſtol, as well as the inſinuations con- 


cerning the wardrobe, and Mrs, Yates's engagement, will appear to be- 


the moſt exceptionable parts of Meff. Harris and Rutherford's conduct. 


Paſſion is a human frailcy, and therefore in ſome degree excuſable; but 


* 


rancour and malice, ſupported by falſhood, are diabolical. 


The affairs of the wardrobe have been already conſidered. The matters 
of King Lear, and Mr. Powell's going to Briſtol in the fummer, were 


Nov. 26. both agitated ſo long ago as on Thurſday the 26th of November, 
and the ſubſtance of what paſt was as follows: | - 
I cold them that the money ariſing from my night, as author of the 

Oxonian in Town, lay as yet in the office; but that as I was, by our 


articles, ro be paid for every thing which I did in ſuch a capacity, 1 


would, if they thought proper, take he clear receipt of the houſe that 


night, as a conſideration for my inſertions in the Rehearſal at the 


opening of the Theatre, and my alteration of King Lear; adding, that 


the alteration of Lear had given me more trouble than that of Philaſter, 


for which I had a night at Drury-Lane ; but that as it did not abſolutely 
add a play to our catalogue, and as it was a work I ſhould never have 
undertaken had I not been engaged in the direction of a theatre, F-ſhould 
be very well contented with fuch a conſideration for my trouble. They 
aſked if I had not better refer all thoſe matters to the end of the ſeaſon, 
I replied, with all my heart ; that I did not mean to aſk it as a favour ; 
but that as I believed I ſhould do nothing more of that ſort this year, and 
as the money happened to be in the office, thoſe circumftances had in- 
duced me to mention the matter at that time. Mr. Powell declared his 


opinion, that the demand was a very moderate one, and that he thought 


I might very reaſonably have claimed a night. I ſaid that, whenever I 
produced my alteration of the Silent Woman, I ſhould be undoubtedly en- 
titled to one for that piece; but in the preſent inſtance I ſhould be very 
well fatisfied with the ſum then in the office: whereupon it was unani- 
moully agreed, that I ſhould take out the clear receipt, which amounted 


, — _ 


to 64 J. 5 5. more than was due to me as author of the Oxonian in Town. 
The above letter, inſolent as it is, does not deny my having been paid by 


their conſent ; but it is particularly happy for me, that Mr. Hutchinſon, 


a gentle- 


; - 


E 


a gentleman whoſe integrity has heretofore extorted even their approba- 


tion, was preſent at this ' ſcene, and can vouch for the truth of this re- 


lation. 


But, fays the invidious note to the printed Narrative“, This is a cuſto- 


mary liberty taken from time to time with this play in the repreſentation ; 
and, particularly, by the celebrated manager of Drury Lane, who, we are 
aſſured, never gh a ſingle farthing to bis brother patentee for ſuch ſer- 
vices. If the celebrated manager of Drury Lane had ever attempted to 


execute my projected plan of altering King Lear, my labours on this 


occaſion would undoubtedly have been ſuperſeded; but that he never 
charged a ſingle farthing to his brother patautee for ſuch ſervices +, both he 
and his brother patentee know to be falſe; and that juſtly celebrated 
manager himſelf, more than once, propoſed to me to join with him in a 


reform of the theatre, wherein thoſe pieces which did not require ſo 


much alteration as to entitle the new editor to a benefit- night, were to 
be rewarded by a certain ſum for each play. My reviſal of King Lear 
falls directly under that deſcription ; and, I believe, the manager him- 

ſelf will allow, that I have had no more than a quantum meruit for my 
trouble; nay, I will ſubmit to be tried by a theatrical jury, with that 
manager, as he ever ought to be, at their head ; and I will forfeir 
double the ſum, if my foreman does not bring me in not guilty; Thar 


he has been paid for his ſervices is moſt certain, as it is moſt certain; 


that he has been paid no more than he has very fairly earned. He was 
pleaſed to tell me, that I ſhould find my trouble, as acting- manager, 
would very well deſerve 5001. a year; and to add, that he would give 


my partners 500 l. a year, if they would not ſuffer me to be acting- 


manager. Theſe were his ſentiments and expreſſions at that time ; but, 
as Abraham ſays in Harlequin's Invaſion, thoſe happy days are over. 
The other affair ſtands thus: 


On the 28th of May, when the article relative to Mr. Powell's 1 


ſalary, &c. was ſigned, when Mr. Hutchinſon, who prepared it, 
firſt read that clauſe, wherein it was to be agreed, that none of tbe 


* See their Narrative, p. 13. | 2 i 
- + On a reviſal of this page, and a ſecond reference to their printed Narrative, I find, that 
concerning the cuftomary liberty taken with this play in repreſentation, alludes 


ei ote in p. 1 , 
dow hag £: o Ti 5 Rehearſal; not to King Lear. In that inſtance Mr. Shuter, as well as 


to the pla | 
ovary 3 Bays, took the ſame liberty, and charged nothing extraordinary for ſuch ſervices, 
But the uſual 2xtempore pleaſantries of the actor in this character, are very different in point 


of quantity, not to ſay quality, from thoſe written additions which they are pleaſed to call 
oh inſertion of aifew "Sex t. How much of the 641. 58. Meſſ. R. and H. are pleaſed to charge 
to this account, I cannot tell; but my agreement gave me an undoubted right to receive a 
conſideration for them: and, few and trifling as they are pleaſed to call theſe additions, on 
whatever occaſion they ſhall produce the like, I will convince them I have not been over - paid. 


4 Ned. R, and H,'s Narrative, p. 33+ - go ns . 
| = parties 
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parties ſhould; after the firſt Ofoler, ad, write, or have any concern in 
guy other. theatre, Mr. Powell abſolutely refuſed to ſign it, alledging the 

neceſſity he ſhould be under to retain his property at Briſtol, at leaſt for 

ſome years, in juſtice both to himſelf and his family; who, notwith- 
| ſtanding the emoluments that might accrue from our intended purchaſe, 
Mav 2s. Would be extremely diſtreſſed and pinched in their income, till 
e he had paid off the money, principal as well as intereſt, bor- 
rowed on the occaſion. After two or three hours debate, he, with great 
reluctance, ſet his hand to the article; and I will venture to ſay, that 
my arguments and warmth on the occaſion induced him to conſent. to 

it. At the ſame time, to mark our ſenſe of his compliance in this in- 
ſtance, he was promiſed, by Meſirs. Harris and Rutherford, as well as 
myſelf, that * zo zndemnify him, in ſome meaſure at leaft, far tbe loſs be 
ſhould. ſuſtain by not acting at Briſtol in the ſummer, ſhould: be a matter of 
our future conſideration. _ i:: EE. 
Alfter the completion of the purchaſe, and our opening the theatre, 
Mr. Powell frequently took occaſion to mention this matter, and deſired 
to know on what footing this affair was to ſtand, that he might deter- 
mine in what manner to conduct himſelf, in regard to his connections in 
Briſtol. Meſſ. Rutherford and Harris, for a long time, found means 
to evade giving a determinate anſwer ; but, on the 26th of November,. 
Mr. Powell deſiring a categorical anſwer, they told him they. would 
give him leave to go to Briſtol ; that they had altered their ſentiments. 
on this, head; and conceived the reputation of each patentee to be as 
diſtin& as his perſon, and that the actions of one individual would be 
no derogation to the character of another; that they were even reduced, 
though: with great regret, to plead poueriy on the occaſion; for, as the 
money laid dowa for the purchaſe was not all their own, what with the 
payment of intereſt, and the large incomes they had given up by aban- 
doning trade, their abilities to oblige Mr., Powell did not keep pace 

wirh cheir inelinations; beſides which, it was to be conſidered, . 
Powell and myſelf derived emoluments from the theatre, in which they 

hadi no ſhare : but however, X zo ſhow their. unwillingneſs. to deprive him ef 
any pecuniary advantage, they alſſented to his going; and ordered Mr. 

Hutchinſon to draw up a proper form of permiſſion, in writing, on the 
ſpot, to be immediately ſigned by Mr. Colman and themſelves. To 
this, however, Mr. Colman would by no means conſent, ſaying, that 
he originally oppoſed. Mr. Powell's going to. Briſtol propter- dignitatem, 
thinking it inconſiſtent with his preſent ſituation; but that if they had 
furmounted that obſtacle, he had no. ffronger objections to urge a- 
gainſt it ; though he would: never ſuffer: it to appear under his hand, 


gee their printed Naxrative, p, 114. 1 Ibid, p. 1. PR 


that, for the fake of n bow raſcal counters to bis friend, bs would 
ſuffer him to Bring an imputation on them all. To ſhew however, that 
he did not mean to counteract Mr, Powell's intention, or their per: 
miſſion, he propoſed to add to that clauſe in the article relative to the 
parties not being concerned in any other theatre, the words within ten 
miles of London; by the inſertion whereof, Mr. Powell would be at li- 
berty to follow his own inclinations, without rendering Mr. Colman re- 
ſponſible for a conduct which he did not approve, and would be glad to 
find fore means to prevent. As to the ſeparate emoluments of Mr. 
Powell and himſelf, he reminded, Meſſ, Rutherford and Harris, that they 
were no more than they muſt neceffarily pay to other actors and authors; 
and that, as Mr. Powell and Mr. Colman paid each a fourth of it them- 
ſelves, their particular advantages from their 1bours were leſs than thoſe 
of others in the ſame fituation ; but that, ſuch as they were, if Meff. 
Harris and Rutherford would * ena# tragedies, or write comedies, they 
would be entitled to the like. As to Mr. Colman's || going ſo far as 4% 
igſiſt warmly on the reaſonableneſs and equity of Mr. PowelPs demand of a be- 
"00 this occalion, it is abſolutely falſe, for which I appeal to Mr. 
Hutchinſon. Such a demand, I really think, after the tranſaction of the 
28th of May, would have been both reaſonable and equitable z but, to 
the beſt of my knowledge and belief, the mode of compenſation was 
not mentioned, nor any ſuch demand then made by Mr. Powell. 
By this time the reader will be tolerably enabled to judge how far 
the narratives, printed and manuſcript, drawn up by the auTrorITY of 
Meſſ. Harris and Rutherford, are ſupported by indubitable and authentick 
evidence J. Their account of the engagement of Mr. and Mrs. Yates 
is, in point of exactneſs and veracity, conſiſtent ' with the reſt of their 
Narration. The very date is erroneous, purpoſely erroneous, like that 
of the firſt material tranſaction between us. Their Narratives F would in- 
finuate the engagements of Mr. and Mrs. Yates to be ſubſequent to 
the tranſactions of the ſecond of November; thereby meaning to con- 
ceal, as they have always moſt induſtriouſly endeavoured, the real cauſe 
of thoſe violent diſputes, and to hold up Miſs Ward as the object of 
contention. She never was, on any occaſion, rendered an object of con- 
tention ; though the note in their Narrative 5 relative 20 ſome perſonal al- 
tercation, on account of caſting the parts of Cymbeline, expreſly ſays, in di- 
rect contradiction to the. living teſtimony of the whole. theatre, Mr. 
Colman wanting Miſs W— to play the part of Imogen; which Harris and 
Rutherford conceived would be better ſupplied by Mrs. L—, wao Ha 


. ® See printed Narrative, p. 35 4 pid. r. 4 See Apology prefixed 
to the printed Narrative. + See printed Narrative, p. 11. $ Ibid, p. 1 5. 


2 PLAYED 


1 
PLAYED IT THE PRECEDING SEASON AT Drury LANE. On Mrs. 
| Yates's joining the company however, and Hebe to give up the part, it 


was aſſigned to neither. The poor flimſy fallacy of their whole repreſen- 
tation of this matter muſt be evident to every perſon who has. read the 
foregoing pages of this true ſtate of the cafe. Miſs Ward's claim to the 
character had never been ſet up with an air of contradiction to their ſen- 
timents; was never maintained in competition with Mrs. Leflingham ;; 
and was wholly withdrawn within eight days after opening the theatre. 
Mrs. Yates was engaged on the twelfth of October; actually played 
Jane Shore on the ſixteenth; and whether the character of Imogen ſhould. 
be performed by Mrs. Yates or Mrs. Leffingham, was notoriouſly the 
whole ſubject- matter of the violent heats and animoſities from the 
twenty-ninth of October to the ſecond of November. Yet, fay Meſſ. 
Harris and Rutherford, in their printed narrative, after having con- 
cluded their garbled account of thoſe tranſactions, The * reconciliation 
which ENSUED gave Harris and Rutherford ſome reaſon to hope that af- 
fairs would now be carried on in an amicable manner. THEY WERE VERY 
SOON HOWEVER SURPRIZED With Mr. Colman's having taken upon him to 
engage Mr. and Mrs. Yates: an aſſertion, in reſpe& to its chronology,. 
which the very authority of the play-bills is ſufficient to confute, 
Still, however, (ſay they) Mr. Colman engaged Mr. and Mrs. Yates;. 
and the 4 ſurpriſe of Harris and Rutherford was the greater, as all the four, 
IN A CONSULTATION HELD ſome days before, had been unanimouſly of à con- 
trary opinion. The only conſultation that I recolle& on this affair was, that 
J had one day the honour of all the proprietors under my roof at din. 
ner; after which the ſubje& was ſtarted, I believe by Mr. Powell, who 
| ſeemed very deſirous of forming ſuch an engagement. Mr. Rutherford 
alſo ſeemed to lean to his opinion: I was not wholly diſinclined to it, 
provided we could obtain Mrs. Yates without her huſband, whoſe aſſiſt- 
ance, excellent as he is, as our company ſtood, we did not ſo. much 
need : Mr. Harris was wholly averſe to our thinking of either.. 
It was then generally ſaid that Mr. Barry and Mrs. Dancer were not 
to return to Dublin; and on the Saturday following the latter was pub- 
- lickly announced, after the play at Drury Lane, to perform there on the 
ſucceeding Wedneſday. The impatience and anxiety of Mr. Powell: 
could then no longer be ſubdued. He preſt me in-the moſt earneſt man- 
ner to permit him to enter into a ſerious negotiation with Mrs. Yates ; 
adding, that he thought. I carried my punctilious delicacy towards the 
managers of Drury Lane much too far; that if Mr. Barry and Mrs. 
Dancer had eroſſed the water, and Mrs. Yates had till been ſtanding 
vut upon terms, it would perhaps have been illiberal to. interfere.;: but 
*-P, II. os 3 Pp Os 
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that ſince the managers of Drury Lane had thought proper to take Mr. 
Barry and Mrs. Dancer into their houſe; {till leaving an opening for: 
Mr. and Mrs. Yates, he did not think, in juſtice to ourſelves, that we 
ought to omit ſtrengthening our company with ſo popular an actreſs as 
Mrs. Vates. Theſe arguments had, in my opinion, ſo much weight, 
that I told him I ſhould be glad to know whether Mrs. Yates- would 
join us alone. This, on his application to her, ſhe refuſed ; whereupon: 
Mr. Powell intreated me, if I had the leaſt: regard for his OA 
peace of mind, or his reputation, to engage both. - We went 
together to Mr. Harris's houſe in Surry Street. Mr. Harris was out of 
town. We then went to Mr. Rutherford's in Newman Street. Mr. 
Rutherford alſo not being to be found, a note was- left, requeſting the 


flavour of ſeeing him at the theatre, on earneſt buſineſs, next morning, 


by ten or eleven o'clock; We waited till near noon, at which time we 
fet out for Mr. Yates's at Mortlake, leaving the following letter EW 


« 


from Mr. Powell for Mr. Rutherford. 


"LIAR Cit, ak 4 Fat Eleven. 

« SINCE I had the pleaſure to ſee you, I find that Mr. G has engaged 
B — and Mrs. D; and I, yeſterday, had the moſt aſſured intelligence, that 
they had complied to give Mr. and Mrs. Y—— their own terms, the conſequence 
of which you maſt ſee——that they would do every play in ſuch a manner, with 
B——, D——, and Y-—;, that we ſhould not Wan. to make the leaſt. ſtand 
againſt them; and in ſuch caſe, my reputation as an actor (ſtanding alone) muſt 

fink ; which to prevent, I would, for my own ſake, withdraw myſelf from the ſtage, 
for a time, as an actor. Yeſterday I ſaw. Mrs. Y=-——, who has generouſly given 
me the preference, and will not cloſe with Mr. G—— till ſhe hears. from me, 
which muſt be this morning. The moment I came to town from Mrs, x 
laſt night I called with Mr. Colman, at both your houſes, in hopes to have con- 
ſulted and got your conſent to engage them. I applied again this morning, but 
eould not have the pleaſure to ſee you. We have now waited to the laſt moment; 
it is the very criſis of my fate and fortune; my everlaſting welfare is on the engag- 
ing theſe people; and it is Mr. Colman's ſentiments, that at all events the moment 
ſhould not be loſt ; and I think, when you come to hear how we are beſet, you will 
happily concur. We are now gone to Mortlake to complete it, and hope you will 


fay amen. I am very unhappy till it is done. RE oo 
4 45 e W. POWELL 


This letter plainly declared that we were gone to Mortlate to complete the 
engagement with Mr. and Mrs. Yates : and that this intelligence was not 
very unpleaſing to Mr. Rutherford; and that he, at leaſt, did not then 
regard it as another groſs breach of tbe articles between us, may - be col- 
| lected from the following note, which I found on my table at my re- 


dure... = | cg 
| | % I. Re- 
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1 Reetived this inſtant or friends) My. owes letter. H. ines with 
me; and:i6 you have any immediate accaſion-to recur tojus, we are to be found in 
Newman-ſtreet from four to fx a de at the theatre ſoon er eg ro ind 


Jou both there. TIF , r eee e a 
e a v3; | * K. 


2. 0. Corntan, the „ . w. Powbur, Bk. . r ir 8 B f 
Ther lad abt taülhn 60 entry tro with 10 high 4 Nd, ehe dete 

demen are away fag Eu Pere Tem, my anſwer to the above 
note. 


A | , ede, n e Since returned Frome Mortlako. 
8 Fargew, 


A .. THE deed is done; done on my part with fear. and trembling, berauſe we 
had not the ood fortune to meet with you beforehand; but I think, nay am ſure, 
It is for the belt. I have particular company to dinner, or would have flown to ou; 
but will get to the theatre 6 my Company 's departure ſhall releaſe me. g 
rohr, duly and e 
© Sea RurnraronD, PI Z „ e 

e evening 1 * to the der j "ry Som, hs hate tenor of 
Mr, Rutherford" s behaviour, which was agreeable to the ſpirit of his 
| oa." letter, I concluded, I ſtill think not without reaſon, that he 
; 3p was very well-ſatisfied with what we had done,; thinking it a 
— intereſt and reputation of the theatre. Mr. 
Harris, however, it muſt not be diſſembled, appeared extremely diſſa- 
_risfied, conſtruing Mr. Powell's letter as a menace, and declaring his 
right to think their conſent neceſſary to our forming an engagement of ſo much 
expence. and conſequence I. I acknowledged that right; and. aſſured him 
that Mr. Powal 's letter was · not intended as a menace; that, conſider- 
ing the ttagick ſtanding· army of Drury Lane, occaſionally reinforced by 
Mr. Garrick himſeif, if we ever meant to uſe a bowl or a dagger this 
ſeaſon, 1 thought the meaſure was right; but that if, after all, Mr. 
Rutherford and himſelf ſhould declare themſelves to be of a contrary 
opinion, Me Powell and myſelf would chearfully defray the expence of 
that engagement, being conſcious that there was an irregularity, in hav- 

ing formed it without having previouſſy obtained their aſſent to it. At 
— th Mr. Powell intreated Mr. Harris, if he had any regard for his 
(Mr. Powell's) fame or happineſs, to ſhew no farther repugnance to 
the meaſure; whereupon Mr. Harris declared he would never ſay any 
ching farther againſt it. How far Mr. Harris has kept his. word, or 
how far Mr, Rutherford's ſubſequent conduct has been agreeable to 


I n P. 12. 


his 


L 7 


his behaviour at that period, the reader is left to determine; und 


their objection to this engagement, on actount of the expence of it, 
may be eſtimated. by their conference with Mrs. Yates, as well as their 
letter to her, on the 29th of October. Whether this engagement has 
enabled us to add to the publick entertainment, the Publick will judge 
for themſelves.  _ 3 142597 aoewoUot > +5954 

But here again occurs another inſtance of colluſion; for & Mr: Powell 
zecame entitled to the addition of 100 l. to bis ſalary: and it + tis to be re- 
marked that Mr. Wordward's engagement was antecedent to Mr. Powell's 


article; by virtue of which he was entitled to a larger. ſalary than am per- 


former hereafter To BRE engaged. The reader is deſired to obſerve, that 
Mr. Powell's: article with us, as a Performer, was ſigned, as appears by 


the date, on the 28th of May, ſome weeks before we were in poffeſſion of 


the patents; and Iwill appeal to Mr. Hutchinſon before- mentioned, who 
drew the article, and whoſe name appears as a witneſs to it, as well as to 


the conſtiences of all the parties who ſigned it, whether the whole _ 


and intention of that article was not to ſecure to Mr. Powell the firſt ſala- 
ry in the theatre. In what manner a court of Jaw might conſtrue the 


words TO BER engaged; and how far the caſual circumſtance of Mr. 
Woodward's being in articles with the preceding patentees, at a: higher 


ſalary, might render; him an exception; I will not pretend to decide:r 
but before Mr. T. Harris ventures another aumpariſon I leu,“ M. 
Powell 's difengenuity and hit own grneraſity, we would adviſe him not to 
inſiſt on the above conſtruction. Mr. Woodward's : excellence” in his 
profeſtion-is very weil known: but does he, excellent as hei, deſerve a 
ſuperior ſalary to Mr. Powell? And will any reader of common ſenſe 
conceive it to be the meaning of any of the parties concerned, to rate 
Mr. Powell lower than Mr. Woodward ?- This, however; is the ground 
of the black charge of colluſion between Mr. Powell and Mr. Colman, 
by which ſiniſter method they were to add 100 J. to Mr... Powell's falary ; 
fifty of which they were of neceſſity to pay themſelves, an. to divide 
the remaining fifty between them. Add to which, that eſtimatiag Mr. 
Yates's ſalary at 300 l. which added to that of Mis. Yates's;:dnounetbro 
the groſs ſum of 8001. Mr. Colman and Mtr. Powell, by a moſt re- 
fined ſtroke of policy, contrived to pay 200 l. each out of theif potk- 
ers, for the fake of receiving five and twenty. Hence appears the. great 
utility of the narratives of Meſſ. Harris and Rutherford, who bought 
it incumbents on 1bem,: as will in juſtification of tbemſelvts, as out i reſprii to tbe 


Publick, to prevent, as far as lies in their, Power, ANY MISREPR sR. 


TION OF FACTS. F l 
* Printed Narrative, p. 13. I Votre t he e te feld. p. 26. 
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The relation of theſe tranſactions, which naturally fell under the 
Charges of colluſion and fraud, carried on between me and Mr. Powell, 
has neceſſarily turned the tide of my narrative, which ll NOW" run na, 
as it began. in the regular courſe.of time. 
gan. . On the firſt of January the treaſurer of che dean received the 
_ fallowieg letter: 
4. 8 1 R, g 
r YOU have our permiſſion to pay the 1 1 r ad the i ins 
cidental charges. of . muſic, properties, and ſupernumerar performers z but you are 
not to pay 0 other ſum of money whatſoever (Mr. Harris's fourth We of che 


N 
5 


balance of c excepted) unleſs certified for payment under our hands. * We are, | 
Sir, your moſt humble anita; = * 

VE ATTY | T. HARRIS. 
Wedneſday, Jan. uſt. 2768. Ac N ee von. . 


To Mr. er Ganros, their 170 cum. r Theatre. 44 24 


As Meſſ. Harris nN Ruilieriord had, on e cecafioms ala 
; og ſooner than ſuffer the ſordid confiderativa of intereſt” to controul 
them, they would ſee the theatre in flames; we began to think it high- 
ly neceſſary to call in ſome cool and diſpaſſionate perſons, whoſe inter- 

tion might adjuſt our differences; and to prove that we were in ear- 
neſt in ſuch an appeal, we thought i it the moſt unqueſtionable mark of 
ecandour; to ſhow ourſelves willing to refer the: conſideration of our dif- 
ferences/ to the particular friends of Meſſ. Rutherford and Harris. In- 
deed: we the more readily recurred to this method, having propoſed it, 
as the reader may recollect, not without ſucceſs, on a former occaſion. 
To avoid, however, the moſt diſtant appearance of any clandeſtine tranſ- 
action, the following letters, to their friends and to . 1 were 


- diſpatched at one and ** yet —— 


my ce 6-4 I 8 Ss 
. A8 you are a hs on end and acquaintance of Mr, "Rutherford, your 
prefence is earneſtly requeſted at che King's Arms tavern in Cornhill, next Today | 
at one o'clock, to meet ſome other perſons on affairs immediately relative to uy ; 
moſt eſſential intæreſts of Covent- Garden Theatre. We are, | 
vor e 4:5 1 3 * obedient nn Servants, N F 
* iſt, 1968; - 5 \ *G.COLMAN. 


Wm. POWELL.” 
2 CHARLES Fem Bla at Wandfrd: Raw, BD . 
e ſame purport, mutatis mutandic, to. the under-mentioned eue 


4 #,- 1 A 0 4 


7 * 
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; VIZ» 2 
, "Richard Ofrwaa, "Eſq; Philp ot Lane. | . | e ee 
Mr. Palmer, Att. at aw, Do. So SL DAE I WO 
7 Mr. Longman, Pater-nofter Row. „ TIS of” 

Mr. Neale, —_— — Street. e eee ee ee 


„ GENTLEMEN, "IM ; [ 49 J | 

' © 4 BEING conſcious of the rectitude of our ob uu, we ure and deſſrous 
to ſubmit it to your moſt; intimate and particular friends; for whi purpoſe we 
have ſummoned the under-written. gentlemen to the King's Arms tavetu in Corn- 
hill next Tueſday at one o'clock, when, if you pleaſe, you, may. attend. We are, 

| Gentlemen, your humble Servants, 7. 


i en. G. IDA . 

„ | nnr 

Charles. Foulie, Richard Oſwald, Mattheru Duane, . 

Henry Bullock, Thomas Longman, — Neale, — Palmer, Eſquirese. | 
To Meſſ. RUrHERTORP and HARRIS. e 9 


The gentlemen whoſe names are printed in [talick charaers,. were 
concerned for the party who had advanced” the money to Mr: Powell. 
On my own part I ſummoned nobody; and Meſſ. Rutherford and Harris: 
took. care, that on their parts nobody ſhould. appear, except the agents of 
Mr. Oſwald, over whom they could have no influence. On the sh of 
January, however, Mr. Powell and I met the other gentlemen at the: 
King's Arms, in Cornhill, when we reeeived . the following! letter. 

& (GENTLEMEN.. : | * Nate IP A 1 
„ WE have each of us a ſummons to attend you on tlie affairs of Covent- Gar- 
den Theatre. As we cannot poſſibly have any right to interfere in this matter, muſt 
beg leave to decline the meeting. Mr. Hatris and Mr, Rutherford are gentle- 
men who, in our opinion, will never act contrary to the principles of honour and 
right, ar to the tenor of their articles. | F 
As our friends, we are ever ready to ſupport them to the utmoſt of our abilities. 

We are, Gentlemen, your moſt humble Servants, - _- ,. 
Tueſday morning. bs | e 1 ä 
Jan. 5th. 1768, a THOMAS 10 MAN. 
To G. COLMAN, and W. PowELL, Eſqs. | | 


The words, or to the tenor of their articles, appeared on the receipt of 
the letter to be added after the reſt; and to corroborate our ſuſpicions, 
they do not appear in the copy exhibited in the printed Narrative“ 
This event afforded great matter of triumph to Meſſ. Harris and 5 

Rutherford, as appears by the ſtile of their letters that imme. = 
diately ſucceeded it. For our parts we cannot, to this moment, ac- 
count for their exultation on this occaſion ; for what could more teſtify 
the weakneſs of their cauſe, than their unwillingneſs to ſubmit it to their 
particular friends, without any thing on my ſide, but the plain merits 
of the queſtion? We are alſo equally at a loſs to account for the conduct 
of the gentle men whoſe names appear at the bottom of the; above let- 
ter; ho not only peremptorily refuſed to hear the caſe, which might 
probably have led to an aecommodation; but took upon themſelves to 
prejudge a matter, of which they could not poſſibly knoꝶ more than one 

ſide; of the queſtion. N 4 


e Sce the Narrative, p. 46. FOR „ OT. 2 06 Rs 
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In the menn time Mefl. Rutherford and Harris, delighting themſelves 


with the idea of my diſappointment, amuſed themſelves with preparing 
an additional uncaſinefs and inſult for me at my return. To this pur- 


poſe tliey took care chat T ſhould find an irritating letter on my table, 
which: 1 was weak and peeviſh enough to diſtinguiſh by an anſwer, 


which produced, the very ſame evening, a reply more. infolent than 
eee 


in which they were written. 
« WE diſapprove of the Merchant of Venice having been murdered on Friday 
might laſt, which we ſhould have prevented, had we been conſulted. —You know, 


2.38 E 


Sir, it is at your riſt that you order any play, farce, &c. &c. to be exhibited, or 


* * take any one meafure, without previouſly ſubmitting it to our confideration.. 
e diſapprove of the Recruiting Officer for next Wedneſday, ' unleſs Miſs 
Macklin is well enough. to play Sylvia; fearing ſome actreſs (and the pleaſure 6f 
the Publick) may be as much injured by that character, as Mrs. Bulkley was by 
playing Portia. 2” | 3 - 

"WW diſapprove of the tragedy of the Orphan, that play having been too often 


* 


repreſented this ſeaſon, to be again performed fo ſoon. 


We wiſh not to go on in ſacrificing the pleaſure of the Publick; the intereſt of 
the theatre, and our whale company of performers, to one or tue of your favourite 
Jan. sth. 1768. F J, RUTHERF@RD.” 


N. B. We fear the Publick may think the comedy of Every Man in his Humour 
too often repeated.” 3 FT OOTY 
G. Colman, . 


THE intereſt of the theatre is in no danger but from your conduct and your par- 
tialities. Mr. Powell, who has a right to give his advice and 2fi/ance when called 
on, perceives, that it. is not poſfible for us to keep our doors open, if the director 
is liahle to ſuch frequent and ſtudied interruptions; and we are adviſed, that no 
court can ever be led ſo far to miſconſtrue the article between us, as to ſuppoſe, 
chat the giving you a power that muſt be ſo prejudicial to our common intereſt, 
could be the intention of it, I ſhall continue to at in a manner conſiſtent with 
the ſpirit of it; T wiſh you to do the ſame. As to the rectitude of our conduct, or 
| ns own, I ſhall ſubmit that matter to the Publick, before whom I ſhall lay a full 

of the caſe in a very few days. To | 

Jan. 3, 2768. 3 35 „„ ĩᷣͤ B G. C. 

8 I R, 2 . Py : 5 
IHA the advantage of the theatre is in imminent danger, we cannot but 
imagine, as we conceive the entertainment of the Publick, and all our own parti- ' 
cular interefts, to be very much injured by your paſt conduct, your unjuſtifiable par. 
tialities, and your colluſion with Mr. Powell. Our proofs we refer to. the So 
J be exhibited with efficacy; to urge them to you, however cogent, 


where they ma 
we are too well convinced would have no effect; and it is the more to be lamented 
= a - + FF 2 that 


* 
4 88 — 


5 e 
that we cannot fay you want abilities, but that you raus them ſor your own private 
ſeparate emolument, and are endeavouring — — but your diſbansur, and 
Powell's ruin, cannot fail to be the iſſue of your conduct, as this day's meeting muſt 
have rendered obvious to you. | HY 3 
4s to your Charge of fudiedinterruptims, we totally diſelaim it; being conſcious that 
we can prove, to every impartial perſon, that we have never made them, but with. a 
view to our joint and reſpective intereſts; and we cannot be prevailed on to believe 
that the Publick will ever eſpouſe the cauſe of a man who has ated uniformly incon- 

{tent with his articles, and. derogatory to the - profeſſions. which ought to be more 
binding to him than asticles, his moſt ſolemn reiterated promiſes. It would be 
but manly in you. both. to exonerate yourſelves from obligations you every moment 
lay under to us, (preſume you are acquainted. that Mr. R. has propoſed to diſch 
bis part of the Joan to Mr. Oſwald) by finding any one man. of property who vl 
take the hurthen of being ſecurity for you both from, us, who are fearful. of the 
conſequence, before you perſiſt, in ipſulting thoſe. who have made you both- What 
you are in, raſpe& to the theatre, 1 | 
We dare not take upon us to ſay what may be the deafio of a-court of judicature ;. 
but whatever that may be, we ſhall ſubmit to it with the utmoſt reſpect and re- 


VETENCE. . . Sir, your humble ſervants, | 
_ Tueſday even. $:0'cloeck, W N. BARRIS. 
5 Jan. 57 1768. i fo RUTHEREORD,” 


G. CoLman, Eſq. "gt beg t 5 
The next morning, (for now every hour teemed with freſh in- 
fults) Mr. Powell received the following. 


IN callizſian with Mr. Colman, you have dard to endeavour the alienating the 
confidence of Gentlemen, whom you ſuppoſed we were indebted to. 7 
Should we retaliate ſuch i»famaus behaviour, and prevail on one of the. firſt men 
in the kingdom to undertake a relation of the whole:of your ba/e conduct reſpeRtiag. 
us, to a noble lord, to. whom, uus know, you: are- jndebted for your. All, (excepting; 
the ſum we ſtand as ſecurities for.) how ought you to tremble for the conſequence? 
„ u AH This from your humble ſervants, 
Surry ſtreet, Wedneſda 1768. N 
TTT w...... 
To W. PowELL, &fq. at a Muſick Shop in Ruſſe! fret, Covent Garden. 


In the above letter it is remarkable, that the gentlemen: could not 

_ reſtrain their indignation within their letter, but ſuffered it to overflow, 

even to the direction; and remembering Tully's maxim, ar officina nil 
liberale, contemptuouſly reproached Mr. Powell with lodging at. a 11 

The ſame evening L was honoured with the following: n. 6. 

«. THE cruel neceſſity we Jay under of holding correſpondence with you is ex- 

ceedingly diſtreſſing and dangerous, which we are — of from the —_—_— 

| 2 | N 


Jan. 6.. 


"Eg 2 


of the players, whom you clandeſtinsby convened, and read to them our private 
Hetters, though wrote to you in perſonal conſidence, and in the moſt unguarded 
manner, 'foine of chem on points to which we could} only be reſponſible as man to 


an. OE Ho PoVRRITE Nee We ; eee hats 
Tou have often threatened us do retite fromthe management. Veu bave often 
threatened us to appeal to the Publick; nay, you abſoluteſy have had the effrontery 
to date an en 10 bur Friends : the iſſue o that appeal, we believe, ſtill lives in your 
memory. With reſpect to the Publick, eur roliami on their protection cannot be 

exevebed by your own; and wethave: now by us a Narrative of our whole protecting 
with you, lion the fit moment tothe preſent time, all — or publication; but 
we have been advifed by our friends not immettiateiy to publiſh it; and if ou do ap- 
peil to them, (the Publick) it can enly 'be:occafioned by your depending on your 
art to work — the paſſions of mankind, and becauſe you dare not wait to abide 
ou win ürge, perhaps, how much we are obliged to you for the trouble you 
have given yourſelf, in taking upon you the whole management of the theatre, 
. And 8 Powell for procuting the purchaſe of all our wardrobe, neceſfaries, and 
Keeping them afterwardb in his own houſe. Frem' the: above circumſtances ſevere 
injuries have, in the opinion of us both, already —— o our fortunes, -and' (the 

barrier being now entitely deſtroyed, which was formed. for our ſafety) :we-dread 
the füture ones B 8 e AbRaL 
It is not for us to determine the ſpirit of our articles from the/lattær of them: that 
we will not preſume to do; but you are conſcious—we ſay, Sir, you know that it 
as our ooflftant, repeated, aud uniform declaration, that we would fever be con- 
cerned with you in the theatre, without hauing both ef us an equality of power 

with you in the management thereof. | | 3 
We obſerve it to be your conſtant method, when we haye objected to a play, that 
"you have ordered a weaker one. DD have no right to order a 647 5 repreſentation 

before it has been propoſeu 0 u What can be expected from the Play of to-night, 
Wiek in itſeſf, and having deen already repeated this ſeaſon to bad hôufes? The play - 

of to-morrow ſtands almoſt in the ſame ipredicament. If you ſay in exeuſe, there :s 
s Getter buſineſs ready, we are very ſorry the pleaſure of the Publick'ſhoutd be ſo 
e,, TE rhhgy + 8 T. HARRIS. - 
Wedneſday Jan. 6, 1768. I. RU THEFORD-” 

1 The two plays referred to in the concluſion of this letter, wore the 
| Confederacy, and the Recruiting Officer, acted on the firſt two nights of 
4 the teuival of Orpheus and Eurydice. It is a pity the gentlemen choſe, in 
| da  «his:ioftance, to prognoſticate ; for had they ſtaid-4ill they had an ac- 
= count of rhe receipts of thoſe nights, which were very conſiderable, they 


1 * 


ö | \migbtibave known what might. be eapected from tbem. | 
| Agreeable and entertaining as it was, we had neither leiſure nor in- 
| aclination to maintain ſo polite a rorreſpondence. We defiſted, . there- 
| | tore, from taking any notice of their letters, and a kind of ſullen ſilence 
| enſued for ſome days, lu the mean time, the avaricious Colman and 
colluſive Powell were digging in the mine for the benefit of Harris and 
| £7 F Co. 


Co. who, while they were eating che bread of cue induſtry. and the 
| ublick munificence,” and the manna was yet in their mouths, like the 
ſraclites in the wilderneſs, murmured againſt their feeders s 


.. On the 11th of January, the corteſpondence was renewed” HY 
with-an aſſumedd air of candour and moderation, which, however, 


they not being able to ſuſtain, the correſpondence broke off a ſecond - 
time. The riſe, progreſs, and concluſion of this reſumed correſpon- 

dence, will appear from che following letters; to which we ſhall ſubjoin 
a few ſhort obſervations, naturally ariſing from the letters themſelves, as 


well as from the comments on them in the written and printed Narra- 
„„ ĩ du nog avetenlt van. 5 | 8 8 


6 GENTAEMEN,, , | 


- 


like the reſt, jt adviſes an adjuſtment by arbitration, becauſe our diſpute Hine 


affairs. [you {ball both concur in this propoſal, and nominate two gentlemen 
of equal confideration ànd impartiality, we ſhall be ready to enter into bonds for 


TRI © a 

2 GR. CoumMan, and Wm, POW EIL, Eſfrrr . "5 
* TPON, peruf3l of the caſe of Mr. H. and Mr. R. and the artitleb of agree- 
ment therein ſtated, and the letters which. have, paſſed between themtund Mr. C. 


I am of opinion that Mr. C. and Mr. P. have been guilty of many material and ſub- 
eee VV | | ſtantial 


3 


| ©, i 28 8 5 Li: WE | 
” +: 
; a 


Rantial. breaches of the articles; and particularly with regard to Mr. C. in ordering 
the play of Cymbeline to be performed, after it had been expreſsly and el 
forbidden by Mr. H. and Mr. R. by writing under their hands, and even after Mr. 
C. himſelf, on a conſultation with them, had agreed to diſcontinue it, As alſo in em- 

ployibg and king into the ſervice of the Theatre Mr. and Mrs. Yates, 57 
cially at fo large falaries) not only without the conſent of Mr. H. and Mr. R. but 
even contrary to a reſolution wherein he (Mr. C.) himſelf joined with Mr. H. and 

R. a few days before, And with reſpect to Mr. P. in 2 part of the 
wardrobe from the Theatre into the particular poſſeſſion of himſelf or his wife. And 
it ſeems to me, from the conduct of Mr. C. and Mr. P. hitherto, as if they were 
determined to throw off all regard to the articles, and to act in the management of 

all matters relating to the Theatre, as fole and entire owners thereof, in abſolute 

excluſion of Mr. H. and Mr. R. from any further concern therein, than to receive 
their ſhares of the clear profits thereof. CRT A _ 

„I amalſo of opinion, that if a bill wag to be filed by Mr. H. and Mr. R. 
againſt Mr. C. and Mr. P. and his wife in the court of Changery, that court 
would decree a ſpecific performance of the articles for the future, and would order 
Mr. C. and Mr. P. to make ſatisfaction to Mr. H. and Mr. R. for their reſpective 
ſhares of all downges which ſhall appear to have been ſuſtained by any breaches af 
the articles by them reſpectively; and would order Mr. P. and his wife to depoſite 
in the proper apartments of the Theatre the parts of the wardrobe which they have 
improperly taken into their poſſeſſion. And unleſs matters can be in ſome manner 
ami cabꝶ adjuſted to the ſatisfaction of all parties, and a plan agreed upon for preventing 
future diſputes, I ſhould adviſe Mr. H. and Mr. R. forthwith to file a bill in Chan- 

cery againſt Mr. C. and Mr. P. and his wife, for the gurpoſes above. e 

Lincolns-Inn, Jan. ↄth, 2266. 5 1 E DMOND HOS RKINS.“ 

EE. ep Monday afternoon, fix o'clock. 
« GenTLEMEN, : 

« I HAVE juſt received your letter with the paper inclofed, both which I 
ſhall communicate to Mr, Powell, and doubt not but he. will ſpeedily concur with. 
me in giving you a proper anfwer. In the mean time I ſhould- conceive, from Mr. 
H's opinion, that he has net yet had à full and impartial flate of: the caſe laid before 
dim. 1 lam. Vour humble ſervant. 


| | G. COL MAN.” 
To . Harris and RUTHERFORD, ET 


% GEgENTLEMEN, . 1 . : 
HOW far we have or have not been guilty of any breach of our articles is 
not for you or ourſelves to determine; but we are ſo fully perſuaded of the integrity. 
of dur actions, that we are not in the leaft fearful or unwilling to ſubmit them to 
a court of judicature, my Lord Chamberlain, or the Publick; nor are we at all in- 
timidated by your menace af more violent meaſures. Yet as our diſſenſion (how- 
_ e. * 8 from which it 2 may be ſerious in its conſequence e 
ate ready to refer to proper perſons the care of framing a plan of articles which may 
prevent future e We are, Gentlemen, 2 humble ſervants, F 
. - Jan-13th,/ 1766. 28. COLMAN.. 

| W. POWELL.” 


To All. HanRIs and RUTHERFORD, 


- 4<w- oe 


GENTLEMEN, 


ftom you. 


4 GENTLEMEN, L. 95 | ] : 
* WE wiſh that your reply to qur propoſal had been formed in terms more 
preciſe and clear, that we might not have loſt time in deſiring your elucidation of 
your own writing. We will repeat to you · (if poſſible in mare pregiſe terms than 
fore) the queſtion ,we-propoſe. Will pod, with us, ſubmit your and our, paſt, 
conduct to four gentlemen, now and heretofore totally unconcerned with the 
Theatre; two nominated by you, two by us; unexceptionable in point of rank, 
fortune, and reputation; and abide by their determination, whether as to award 
of damages on either fide, ratification of preſent articles, abolition thereof, and formation 
of new ones (if judged neceſſary and-equitable) and as to all matters relative to the fu- 
ture government of the Theatre „ : "SOR DEE 


| = Your humble Servants, 
Ee, re m8 T. HARRIS. | 
. Wedneſday, Jan. 13th. 1768. | J. RUTHERFORD.” 


„ GENTLEMEN, | | - 

«<< OUT of tenderneſs to yourſelves, we forbore to enter into any paſt - tranſ- 
actions, as an enquiry of that nature muſt neceſſarily lay open the real cauſe of the 
unhappy difference x ire nor indeed is any thing material to the general 
intereſt and happineſs, but a proper arrangement of matters for the future. We 
Propofed therefore (and we now repeat the propoſal) to refer to proper perſons the 
care of ſettling the articles in ſuch a manner, that the management of the Theatre 
may be carried on to the ſatisfaction. of all parties; nor have we any objection, if 
you think it <ligible, to ſubmit our paſt conduct to the conſideration: of the ſame 
perſons ; confident as we are that, in the opinion of any unprejudiced judge, we 
ſhall be found to have deſerved a very different treatment than we have met with 


| | Your humble Servants, 
"_——— I POWELL.” 
«© GENTLEMEN,. | | 


#4. 4 


We now refer to our former queſtion for your plain and unevaſive. ahſwer, and 
ſubjoin the following : | | 5 8 
Have you fixed on two gentlemen under the deſcription we propoſed? and will 
you dire& your attorney to meet ours, and form ſome inſtrument. that may. effec+ - 
tually bind all: parties to abide by the award? on oe 
I you deſire that we ſhould nominate firſt, we have no objection. It is un- 
manly to give us evaſive anſwers.— One to the purpoſe, or none, _ We are, 

47” © "Gentlemen, your bumble Servants, 3: 

T 5 e 

Friday morn. Jan. 1 5th. 1768. J. RUTHERFORD,” 

79 G. Col MAN, and W. PowELL, Efqr. HE 

$7 . GENTLEMEN, 


1 56 } 
60 GurIEMEV, 

% THE ſtile of your letters makes it as impoſſible to hold ; an epiſtolary e corre 
ſpondence with you, as to maintain a perſonal igtercourſe.—If you will be pleaſed 
to favour us with the name and addreſs of your attorney, we will appoint one to- 
attend n 1 | "FO" humble Servants, 
: ne G. COLIEAN. 
| | 38 . POWELL.” 
25 Me: H. and R. 


0 GENTLEMEN, 
ce MR. Coulthard, of Breams-Buildings, Chancery-Lane, in 0 our follicitor, to- 
whom we refer you for our future intentions. h 
: | Your humble Servants, 099732 rig? 
Sry Street, Tf 7 
Aide evening, Jan. 15th. _— | | > „ ERFORD.” 
To G. CoLMAN, and W, pos. . . 


„ GEN/FLEMEN.,. 

„ AS the delay of payment of our doi inen muſt be very detrimental to the 
credit and intereſt of the Theatre, we deſire to know your reſolutions concerning 
the bills now in your hands, which ought to have been diſcharged ſome time ago; 
and the rather, as the non- payment of thoſe bills is the only. obſtacle to the ſatiſ- 
fying Mr. Ofwald's claim of er due to him on his means. | 
| e Your humble — 

8. | er fs 3 | Wi, POWELL. 

'To'F., Hanrrs, and I Rorrarnonn. Blas. 


40 GENTIEMENF, 
WE received your's of the 16th inftant. It is PANS adviſable. you Would | 
„ have tidtice; that on the firſt general ſettlement of our accounts, each reſpective 
prietor will be deemed to have received ſo much money as the orders iſſued by 
Hor, or by His direction, may amount to, in part of his- proportion of 2 
due to Hed on. the * of the theatre. We are, Gentlemen, * 


Four humble ſervants, 


1 . HARRIS) 
'Frid: i a: = ; 850 3. RUTHERFORD." 
Ls nb. = FAY Wis, Pov, Efyrs. $12.0 1 

8. I R, 


e we pays incloſed to you (except two or three) alt the dil in our offion, 
"either Githed; 'orart © ohm Huber P 

For the credit of the theatre we have paſſed thoſe bills to you, but think proper to 
reſerve to qurſelves the right of claimin for any prejudles' that r 1 ariſen 1 
our bY, by the patient of thoſe bills. 

We think proper alſo to adviſe vou, that the orders for almiffion 0 * Lieatre, 
iſſued hy the proprietors, or by their direction, as well thoſe heretofore, given as 
 Molewhich may be hereafter ah we 6 all hg to ys accounted foray caſh by 
the —— proprietors, 3 
8 e 


„„ „ „ 
WE are extremely ſorry that any diſputes ſhould contribute to the increaſe of 
trouble in your office, and ſhall take every opportunity of rendering your ſituation 
as ſecure and agreeable as poſſible, and are, Sir, Vour moſt humble ſervants, 
twrptreet, - | T. HARRIS. 
Tueſd. Jan, 19, 1763. j. RUTHERFORD.” 
T7 Mr. Gak rox. 


After a peruſal of the above letters, wherein it is propoſed to ſub- 
mit to arbitrators, e abolition of the preſent articles, or formation of new, 
the reader will think it ſtrange, that Meſſ. Rutherford and Harris 
ſhould complain of our àssuRANCE, in propoſing the new-modelling preſent 
articles, or the framing of new ones + Strange, however, as it may appear, 
their agent declared to our own, that Meſſ. Harris and Rutherford had 
no intention to aſſent to the abolition or formation of articles. 
The day after Mr. Garton received the letter, directing him to charge 
as caſh the orders for admiſſion to the theatre, iſſued by the ſeveral Pro- 

rietors, or by their direction; Mr. Garton, at my deſire, waited on Mr. 
Harris, to know if He and Mr. Rutherford meant to reſtrain the Per- 
formers from occaſionally giving orders to their friends, as uſual? Mr. 
Harris replied, that it was an eſtabliſhed privilege, of which neither Mr. 
Rutherford nor himſelf ever wiſhed: or intended to deprive them. So 
that the only perſons who were not to be allowed that privilege were, it 
ſeems, the Proprietors themfelves. „ 
In the firſt of the above letters, Meſſ. Harris and Rutherford, with 
the ſame ſpirit of openneſs and ingenuity: that has ſhone through all 
their conduct, tranſmitted to me a copy of a learned counſel's opinion, 
without ſending me, at the ſame time, a copy of the caſe whereon that 
opinion was given; and how far I wronged thoſe gentlemen in affest. 
ing to think, I that a fair and impartial: ſtute of the caſe had not been laid. 


Before the counſel; thoſe who have compared this plain tale with their 


tales, may eaſily determine. The client who deceives his counſel,. ul“ 
timately deceives himſelf ; but the truth is, that the chief object in view 
was, to draw from ſome eminent counſel ſuch an opinion, as might 
ſerve to bow my mind to truckle to the ſlavery which they would im- 
poſe upon me; for the reader muſt, by this time, be convinced, that in 
the ſhort ſpace: of my theatrical direction, every method of inſult and 
intimidation has been uſed to drive me to ſacrifice our property, and 
the credit and intereſt of the theatre, to their partialities, and the capricę 
and vanity of Mrs. Leffingham ; of which my ſubmitting to take the 
part of Mrs, Sullen, in the Stratagem, from Mrs. Bulkley, in favour. of 


7. Printed Narrative, p, 33˙ | 2 Ibid, 31«. | 


+ © 
Mrs. Leſſingham, is an inſtance of which I. ſorely repent,. and for which 


Jam (till, to uſe one of their favourite figures, burning with ſpvame. The 
caſe laid before their counſel, as plainly appears from the references to: 
it in the opinion, contained the ſame charges, ſupported. by the. ſame 
evidence, tnat are urged againſt us in their printed and 'manuſcript li- 
bels. Their Narratives, indeed, and the caſe ſubmitted to counſel, are 
materially, and ſubſtantially, one and the ſame; firſt tranſmitted to 
counſel by a hackney-writer of one ſort, and then drefled up for publick 
inſpection by a hackney-writer of another. ee 
Still, however, it is urged. that the court of Chancery would decree a 
ſpecifick performance of the articles. 1 do not doubt but it would. But 


give me leave to aſk. thoſe gentlemen, and even their counſe}, What is 


a ſpecifick performance of the articles? Is it that I am not to carry; on. the 
ordinary bulineſs of the Theatre without previouſly ſubmitting at al 
times, every minute particular to their conſideration and controul ? Is not 
the acting manager to appoint, or, from the contingencies of ſickneſs or 
other accidents, to alter a play appointed for repreſentation, without 
their previous concern? Is he not to caſt the parts of a ſingle play, be- 
ſpeak a ſingle dreſs, or _ occaſionally ſubſtitute Mrs. Bulkley for Miſs 
Macklin, without ſending at eight or nine o'clock in the evening to Mr, 
Rutherford in Newman; ſtreet, and to Mr. Harris in Surry-ftreet ? If this 
be a ſpecifick performance, as the above letters conſtrue it to be, it leaves 
the director leſs power than is commonly and neceſſarily lodged in the 


Prompier: and I cannot ſuppoſe that the wiſdom and equity of the 


nobleſt court of judicature in the world will ſolemaly decree ſuch a ſpe- 
cifick performance, as the nature of the caſe renders impoſlible to be put 
in execytion,  _ * e 5 
Srtanting, however, for argument ſake, that the court would even 
decree @ ſpeciſck performance of that ſort, for which the narrators contend, 
give me leave to aſk another queſtion: Muſt not heir zegative power be 
always exercifed in the ff. inſtance ? and can they, after having openly or 
racitly concurred in a meaſure, capriciouſly retract that concurrence ? 
After having not only approved, but deſrad, the repreſentation.gf Cym- 
beline ; after having conſented to the expenſive decoration of it; had 
they a right, not only on the eve of its repreſentation, but even after the 


repreſentation of it at the Command of Their Majeſties, to prohibit the 


repetition of it? If this be, as they aſſert, their + :ndubitable right to a ne- 
gative voice, by the ſame indubitable right. they might reſtrain me from 
opening our doors ; and after the lengths to which they have proceeded; 

I ſhould not be at all ſurprized at their attempting to exerciſe their negs- 
zive power in that manner. i ef 


+P rinted Narrative, Pe 30. | 
But 


11 a 
But then he Court would order Me. Colman and Powell to mate 
 faitsfation to Harris and Rutherford for their reſpective ſhares of all paMAORö⁵ 
which ſhould appear to have been fuftained by any breach of thoſe articles by them, 
reſpefiively. Undoubtedly 3 and it would be pleaſant to be called on for 
mages in the preſent inſtance in any court of judicature, It is a cauſe 

* Nom come on before Trappolin. Make out a panel from the pit, 
and aſk any twelve on the jury, what damages they think have ariſen to 
Covent-Garden Theatre this ſeaſon from the addition of Mr. and Mrs. 
Yates to the company? aſk the Treaſurer of the Theatre, what da- 
mages have ariſen from the repreſentation of Cymbeline? aſk the ward- 
robe keepers, and other officers of the Theatre, what damages appear to 
have 1 by any breach of articles by Meſſ. Colman and Powell re- 
fpeRroely? If ia all: theſe inſtances, nothing but neceſſary expences,, 
fairly brought to account, appear on one hand; if great beneft to the pro- 
perty appears to have ariſen on the other; alas! poor Powell, what 
will become of thee? alas! poor Colman, what will become of thee ! 
 Sobventar riſu tabulæ: Tu miſſus abibis. TS | 
The words effrontery and aſſurance are favourite terms in the polite 

vocabulary of Meſſ. Harris and Rutherford. They aſſert they verily Be- 

lieve they have incurred a loſs of no leſs than 35007. by Colman's mi/- 
management. What does the world think of their mode? 

I talk of damages is a very ſerious matter. Suppoſe, by a capricious 
diſplay of their negative power, damages ſhould- ariſe ; would not the 
other proprietors, would not every performet of the Theatre, if injured 
by ſuch conduct, have a right to call judicially upon Meſſ. Harris and 

Rutherford to make good ſuch damages ?. | 
As to the real intention of the reſtrictive clauſe in the article, and 
the declared object of it, at the time of its: execution, it was merely to 
reſerve a proviſional power of reſtraint, which they then declared would 
probably not be exerciſed once im feven: years, and very poſſibly would 
never be exerciſed at all. Nay, they avow themſelves that they + enter- 
tained no doubt of Mr. Colman's capacity or inclination to conduct the theatre 
| to the beſt advantage; ſo that the negative clauſe was added, only leſt 

any finifter accident might render heir interpoſition neceſſary to the ſecurity of 
their property. — Nec Deus interſit, niſi dignus vindice nodus—ſeems to have 
deen the meaning of all parties. Has the dignus vindice nodus yet oc- 
curred ? And has any SINISTER ACCIDENT ndered their interpoſition ne- 
caſſary, except the repreſentation of the character of Imogen by Mrs. 
Yates, inſtead of Mrs, Leſfingham ? 2 7 


+ Printed Narrative, p. 3. 7 Ibid. 
| 12 5 Tho 
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is 


The truth is, and they have confeſſed it, that the two gentlemen managers 
meant to avail themſelves of the talents of William Powell the player, 
and George Colman abe dramatick dutbor. To this end they chearfylly 
ſubſcribed, although not indefinitely, to my abilities for the province of 
director; and Mr. Powell did not cruple to give up his ſhare” of the 
Peſlive power, thinking it ſafely lodged in my hands. Still, however, 
rhey had ſecured to themſelves a negative power, which, inſtead. of reſerv- 
ing, till the'epd of / ven years, the reader has ſeen they not only exerted, 
but exceeded, before the end of ſeven days, The force of the reſtrictive 
clauſe is not queſtioned ; and it is certain, that if they chuſe to counteract 
their own intereſts for the ſake of abridging my authority, they have 
frequent opportunities to embarraſs. me in the theatrical management. 


*How comes it then, ſay they in triumph, that Mr. Colman, A O8NTLE- 


MAN "BRED IN THE STUDY or THE LAW, ſhould enter into ſuch abſurd ar- 
ticles? The hiſtory of the memorable viſit with which I was honoured 
by Mr. Harris, on my return from Bath, is a full anſwer to their quel- 


tion. There are quirks in morality, as well as quirks in the law ; but I 


did not conceive that I was dealing. with a petty-fogger in either. 
As to my management of the theatre, of my merit or demerit in that 
particular, the Publick are the moſt competent judges ; but it ill be- 


comes my fellow-patentees to ſuggeſt matter of reproof on that ſubject 
to the perſon who is ſaid to be their hitoriographer ;. and it ill becomes 


him to revile me for my gratuitous ſervices, while he is ſaid to be himſelf 
a candidate to repreſent us all four as a /#ipendiary manager. Mr. Spat- 


ter, if it be Mr. Spatter, is “one of thoſe wretches who mi/call them- 


ſelves authors; a fellow, whoſe heart, and tongue, and pen, are equallß 
ſcandalous; who tries to inſinuate himſelf every where, to make mit- 
chief if there is none, and to increaſe it if he finds any.” Mr. Ren- 


rick, the ingenious author of the Widowed Wife, and of the candid: 


and gentleman-like Review of Dr. Johnſon's Shakeſpeare, has been 
pleaſed to pay me a very particular compliment in the prologue to his 
moſt excellent dramatick performance; and I will refer it to that gen- 
tleman, unleſs perhaps he may be thought partial, whether Mr. .Spat-' 
ter, or myſelf, is the fitteſt perſon to be employed in the direction of a 


theatre, Mr. Spatter perhaps may flatter himſelf with- the hopes of ex- 


pelling me from the management, and of ſeating himſelf, by the aſ- 
ſiſtance of his friends, in the vacant chair; but Mr. Spatter is miſtaken. 
Let him, if he pleaſes, make rules for experimental philoſophers in his 
trade of braſs-rule-maker : let him make rules for authors in his pro- 


feſſion of Monthly Reviewer; but never, while Mr. Powell and myſelf 


are concerned in the property, ſhall he openly make rules for the ma- 
nagement of Covent Garden theatre. | 


Printed Narrative, p. 29. 


<> 
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We are told, however, that + the proprietors of a theatre may avail. 
themſelves, not only of players, poets, Sc. but even of MANAGERS, if ne- 
Ceſſary,. on paying them a valuable conſideration. Here the cloven foot ap- 
Pears : and to confirm this doctrine, it is obſerved, that Mr. Colman s 
not ſtipulating for ſuch à confideration, when he accepted of the NOMIN AL 
NIRECTORSHIP of the theatre, is a corroborating proof that. it was never 
intended he ſhould take more trouble than Harris and Rutherford: at, had it 
| been otherwiſe, he would certainly have been as much entitled to a ſalary for 
managing, as Mr. Powell was to his ſalary for ading. Here we cannot 
help obſerving in our turn, that the adling manager, in the beginning of 
the Narrative, is reduced to the nominal diredtor at the end. That I 
have as reaſonable a claim to a ſalary for managing, as Mr. Powell for 
acting, is moſt certain; and indeed in ſome reſpects the claim is more 
reaſonable, as the acting- manager incurs, in many inftances; an unavoid- 
able expence : but that it was never intended I ſhould take more trouble than 
Harris and Rutherford, is falſe on the very face of the article. After their 
interpretation of Mr. Powell's article, I am not in the leaſt ſurprized at 
their candid conſtruction of the diſintereſtedneſs of mine; and the in- 
ſinuation of fniſfter views in my unrequeſted. officiouſneſs, is as true as it is 
generous, How far T was officious, or how far I was requeſted to take 
the office, is now before the Publick. e 192.1 5 
They are pleaſed to call the more than ordinary profits of the theatre this 
ſeaſon, an imaginary circumſtance. That the receipts of the theatre this 
ſeaſon have been larger than ordinary, is Nor an #maginaty circum- 
ftance, but à real fa: and if the diſburſements have alſo been larger 
than ordinary, owing to our moderate efforts, as Meſſ. Harris and Ru- 
therford are pleaſed to call them, to entertain the Publick, thoſe gen- 
tlemen ought to know, that the firſt expences of ſeiting wp in bu/ineſs 
are not to be calculated as the average expences of the current year. 
& Senſible as they are of the diſadvantages. they lie under, Meſſ. Ruther- 
ford and Harris do not, however, ſeem averſe to enter into 4 campara- 
tive view of the abilities of the reſpefiive patentess ; and have employed the 
latter pages of their publication to convince the town of their error, in 
N having been pleaſed to beſtow ſo much $ generous approbation on fich mo- 
'  \derate entertainment, as they have received at Covent Garden Theatre this 
ſeaſom, We hope, however, that our united efforts, moderate as Meſſ. 
Harris and Rutherford are pleaſed to call them, will ftill continue to be 
honoured with the GENEROUS APPROBATION. OF THE ;PUBLICK. We 
flatter ourſelves, that a fair compariſon between the Narratives of Meſſ. 
Rutherford and Harris, and our own, will not inſpire our patrons with 


1 Meſſ, H. and R's Narr. p. 35. Note to bid. p. 36. bid. p. 33. 5 bid. p. 35. 
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any reſentment of our proceedings. They may now judge, which wo 
of the: patentees have been 4 in per feli collufion from firſt to laſt; which 
have been '$ very avariciaus; and whether perſonal pique to Mrs. Leſ- 
ſingham on my ſide, or perſonal attachment to Mrs. Leflingham on 
the part of Meſſ. Harris and Rutherford, has appeared in the rie and 
progreſs of out. diſputes. Her name, which is ſcarce diſtantly alluded to 
in their. Natratives, makes a very conſpicuous figure in our State of the 
Caſe 3 and might have been rendered ſtill more capital. On the whole, 
if we ſnall not have appeared to have acted || in deſpite of bonour and bo- 
neſty, if we ſhall have appeared to have ſpared neither expenct nor pains: 
in our efforts to entertain, we hope ſtill to be favoured with the proſpe- 
rous gale of the publick favour ; and although it is not eaſy to keep the 
helm in ſuch a boiſterous ſea, yet we hope, by plain ſailing, to be able 
to run before the wind, and that the ſhip will live in a form *  * 
As to THEIR ncere deſire of contributing to the publick entertainment, that 
cannot be queſtioned ; not only as it is their immediate intereſt, but as“ 
they have fo notoriouſly manifeſted that deſire by their loud and vehe- 
ment complaints of * the heavy loſſes ſuſtained by the engagement of Mrs. 
Yates, and the incredible expence of her dreſſes; as well as- ether thearricaF 
decorations : not to mention their aſſignment of principal characters: to. 
Mrs. Leſſingham, inſtead of Mrs. Yates © e 
+ Abfurd as it is to ſuppoſe men in the leaſt acquainted with zus Ixxss, un- 
equal to the care and condułi of their property in a Theatre, it is a moſt cer- 
rain fact, that from a particular innate modeſty, or ſome other commend- 
able motive, Meſſ. Harris and Rutherford have never onee ſhewn them 
ſelves at all diſpoſed to interfere in the executive part of the management. 
Their talent is legiſlation. While Powell and Colman were ſeen every 
day, and almoſt every hour in the day, toiling in the drudgery of re- 
hearſing, and decorating the intended performances; while they, like 
petty kings, were — and hackxicd in ube eyes of the whole Theatre; 
in the mean time Meſſ. Harris and Rutherford kept, like Eaſtern monarchs, 
from their fbt; never attempting to aſſiſt the director in his manage- 
ment, but now and then, to render his ſituation more agreeable, © ex- 
erting their undoubted rigbt to controul him in that province; occaſionally ex- 
erciſing, and ſometimes exceeding, their negative power; but never diſturb- 
ing or degrading their high aad mighty councils, by treating with au- 
thors or actors, getting up plays, or purchaſing old cloaths. hn, 
| But they are to be ſifted by perſons of known experience and abi- 
Keb. & F#ties; and it was not till this very moment that I have learned 
n from Mr. Becket, ſent to me for that purpoſe, that theſe perſons 
1 See Introduction, p. 4. 4 wid. l. wid. p. 5. | ® Ibid, p. 4, 3. 
Jb. p. 33. = | of 


+ Neft. H. and R.'s Narr. p. 37. 8 
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of known experience and abilities are Mr. WILLIAM KExzicx, and Mr. 
Heway Woopward ; the fiſt of whom has commiſſioned Mt, Becket 
to inform me, that Meſſ. Harris and Rutherford, though they flatter | 
themſelvss they twill not be found incapable of ſuperintending their th, 
intend, however, for the future, to abſent themſelves entirely from the 
Theatre ; and that he ( Mr, Kenrick* ) is to be the repreſentative of 
Mr. Harris, and Mr. Woodward of Mr. Rutherford; in which quality 
Mr. Woodward and Mr. Kenrick are, in behalf of Meſſ. Harris and 
Rutherford, to put THEIR negative on ſuch of my meaſures as they ſhall 
pleaſe to diſapprove. How far a court of law will warrant this proceed- 
ing, and whether a manager, like a militia-man, can act by a ſubſtituce, I 
will not take upon me to decide; but whether this new arrangement is 
not intended as a freſh inſult, we ſubmit, with the reſt of our caſe, to 
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that awful tribunal, THz PuBLICK. 


— GEORGE COLMAN. 
February 10, 1768. WILLIAM POWELL. 
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; It is not improper to mention here, that Mr. — Davis, of Holborn, bookſeller, 
called on me on Monday afternoon, immediately from Mr. Kenrick, to acquaint me, that 
Mr. Kenrick had authority from Meſſ. Harris and Rutherford to ſay, that, notwvithflanding 
the publication of their Narrative on Saturday, they were diſpoſed to enter into a treaty for 
an accommodation, if I was inclined to liſten to it. I anſwered, that I conid liften to no 

_ accommodation till I had publiſhed a ſtate of the caſez in juſtification of my 

character. | 
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